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INTRODUCTION. 

The  documents  printed  in  this  number  of  the  Quarterly  were 
selected  from  the  Gallipolis  Papers  as  the  result  of  a  study  on  the  part 
of  the  editor,  the  fruits  of  which  will  appear  in  his  forthcoming  mono- 
graph concerning  "The  Scioto  Speculation  and  the  French  Settlement 
at  Gallipolis. ' '  The  main  facts  connected  with  the  above  subject  are 
pretty  well  known  to  all  students  of  American  history,  and  to  the  gen- 
eral reading  public  of  Ohio.  It  is  not  proposed  to  give  by  means  of 
the  documents  herein  printed  a  connected  account  of  the  Scioto  tran- 
sactions. But  it  is  hoped  that  the  contents  of  this  number  of  the 
Quarterly  will  serve  to  throw  into  relief  certain  of  the  more  import- 
ant phases  of  that  affair;  that  they  will  present  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader  a  succession  of  pictures  showing  the  various  aspects  of  the 
Scioto  speculation  at  certain  periods  in  its  development.  By  giving 
a  few  words  of  introduction  of  each  document  printed  an  endeavor 
has  been  made  to  explain  it  and  its  relation  to  the  series  as  a  whole. 
This  method  has  been  followed  in  preference  to  the  more  cumbersome 
one  of  giving  frequent  annotations  in  the  form  of  footnotes.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  explanation  given  will  prove  sufficiently  full  to 
enable  the  documents  to  be  read  with  understanding.  Concerning 
the  documents  now  printed  it  is  perhaps  well  to  say  that  with  a  single 
exception,  the  petition  of  the  French  settlers  to  the  Ohio  Co.,  they 
are  all  copies  of  the  originals  and  not  the  original  papers. 

This  collection  of  "Gallipolis  Papers,"  consisting  of  three  vol- 
umes, was  given  to  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio 
by  Robert  Clark,  John  Marshall  Newton  and  Eugene  F.  Bliss.  The 
material  was  collected  principally  by  Mr.  Newton,  with  the  intention 
of  writing  in  full  a  history  of  the  French  settlement  at  Gallipolis,  but 
the  work  was  unfinished  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Many  of  the 
copies  of  both  French  and  English  documents,  and  the  translations 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  former,  furnished  to  Mr.  Newton,  appear  in 
many  instances  to  have  been  made  without  the  requisite  care,  or  by 
persons  not  thoroughly  versed  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  lan- 
guages. Subsequently,  other  French  manuscripts  in  this  collection 
were  transtated  by  Mr.  Bliss,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  entire  col- 
lection was  his  work. 

Theodore  T.  Belote. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
April  26,    1907. 
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TRANSFER  FROM  CUTLER  AND  SARGENT  TO  WILLIAM  DUER. 

(Copy  of  a  transfer  from  Cutler  and  Sargent  to  Col.  Wm.  Duer,  the  first  docu 
mentary  evidence  we  have  of  the  existence  of  the  Scioto  Company.  October  27,  1787, 
Cutler  and  Sargent  completed  negotiations  with  the  Board  of  Treasury  for  nearly  six 
million  acres  of  western  lands.  There  were  two  contracts  drawn  :  one  for  the  Ohio 
company,  consisting  of  an  absolute  purchase  of  one  and  a  half  million  acres,  lying 
between  the  seventh  and  seventeenth  ranges  of  townships  along  the  Ohio  River  ;  the 
second  contract  was  drawn  in  the  names  of  Manasseh  Cutler  and  Winthrop  Sargent, 
for  themselves  and  associates.  It  consisted  of  an  option  to  purchase  all  the  lands 
lying  between  the  Ohio  and  Scioto  rivers  and  the  seventeenth  range  of  townships. 
By  the  terms  of  the  transfer  here  given,  Cutler  and  Sargent,  for  themselves  and  as- 
sociates, transfer  to  Col.  Duer  and  his  associates  a  half  interest  in  their  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  track  of  land  last  mentioned  above.  Cutler  and  Sargent  and  their 
associates  bound  themselves  to  be  jointly  responsible  with  Duer  and  his  associates  for 
the  profits  and  losses  arising  from  the  disposal  of  said  tract,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere. 
For  document,  Cf.  Gallipolis  Papers,  I,  99.) 

Whereas  by  the  Resolves  of  Congress  of  the  23d  &  27th  of  July- 
last  the  Rev'd  Manasseh  Cutler  &  Major  Winthrop  Sargent  for  them- 
selves &  associates  procured  the  right  of  Pre- Eruption  of  a  certain 
tract  of  the  Western  Territory  of  the  United  States  bounded  as  follows, 
viz  :  "A  Tract  of  land  bounded  by  the  Ohio  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Scioto  River  to  the  intersection  of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  Sev- 
enth range  of  townships  then  surveying  ;  thence  by  the  Said  boundary 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  tenth  township  from  the  Ohio,  thence 
by  a  due  west  line  to  the  Scioto,  thence  by  the  Scioto  to  the 
beginning."  And  whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  Said  Resolves  the 
Said  Manasseh  Cutler  &  Winthrop  Sargent  have  on  the  27th  of 
October  instant,  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  honorable,  the  board 
of  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  as  Agents  for  the  Directors  of  the 
Ohio  Company  of  associates  for  the  purchase  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  above  described  Tract  of  Land,  bounded  as  follows  "Beginning 
at  the  place  above  the  Western  Boundary  Line  of  the  seventh  Range 
of  Townships  laid  out  by  the  authority  of  Congress  Intersects  the 
Ohio  &  extending  thence  along  that  River  westerly  to  the  place 
where  the  western  line  of  the  seventeenth  Range  of  Townships  to  be 
laid  out  according  to  the  Land  ordinance  of  the  20th  day  of  May  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  &  Eighty- five,  would  intersect  the  Said  River 
&  extending  thence  Northerly  upon  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the 
seventeenth   Range  of  Townships,   so  far  as  that  a  line  drawn  due 
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East,  to  the  Western  boundary  Line  of  the  Said  seventh  range  of 
Townships  will  with  the  other  Lines  of  the  Said  described  Tract  in- 
clude One  Million  &  a  half  acres  of  Land,  Exclusive  of  certain 
reservations  as  specified  in  the  Deed. ' '  And  whereas  the  Residue  of 
the  General  Tract  as  described  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of 
July  last  remains  wholly  unappropriated  &  is  subject  to  the  disposal 
of  the  Said  Manasseh  Cutler  &  Winthrop  Sargent,  who  have  accord- 
ingly entered  into  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  same  on  the 
27th  day  of  October  Instant  with  the  Honorable  Board  of  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  describing  in  the  Said  Contract  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Said  Tract  in  the  manner  following  to  wit:  "Beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Scioto  on  the  Eastern  Side  thereof,  thence  running 
along  the  Ohio  to  the  place  where  the  Western  Boundary  Line  of  the 
seventeenth  Range  of  Townships  to  be  laid  out  according  to  the 
Land  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  20th  May  1785  :  will  touch  the 
Said  River,  thence  running  Northerly  on  the  Western  Boundary  Line 
of  the  Said  seventeenth  Range  of  Townships  as  far  as  the  Western 
line  of  the  said  Tract  so  as  aforesaid  contracted  for  by  the  Said  Man- 
asseh Cutler  &  Winthrop  Sargent  as  Agents  for  the  Directors  of  the 
Ohio  Company  &  their  associates  shall  or  may  extend  thence  due 
East  to  the  W  estern  Boundary  line  of  the  Said  seventh  Range 
of  Townships,  thence  along  the  same  to  the  Northern  Boundary  of 
the  Tenth  Township  from  the  Ohio,  thence  due  West  to  the  river 
Scioto,  &  thence  along  the  Said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning,  be- 
ing the  whole  of  the  Tract  mentioned  in  the  Resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  23d  of  July  last,  except  what  is  contracted  for  by  the  Said 
Manasseh  Cutler  &  Winthrop  Sargent  as  Agent  for  the  Directors  of 
the  Ohio  Company,  &  their  associates." 

Be  it  known,  that  it  is  this  day  agreed  betwixt  the  Said  Manasseh 
Cutler  &  Winthrop  Sargent,  for  themselves,  &  others  their  associates, 
&  William  Duer  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  himself  &  others  his 
associates,  that  they  the  said  Cutler  &  Sargent  do  for  themselves  & 
associates,  assign  &  make  over  to  the  said  William  Duer  &  his  associ- 
ates their  Heirs  &  assigns  one  equal  moiety  of  the  tract  last  described: 
Provided  always  that  the  Prospective  Parties  to  this  writing  shall  be 
jointly  &  equally  concerned  in  the  disposal  of  the  same  either  in 
Europe  or  America  as  circumstances  will  but  admit  of ;  and  that  they 
share  equally  in  any  profit  or  loss  which  may  accrue  in  attempting  to 
negotiate  the  Sale  or  Mortgage  of  the  same,  &:  in  paying  the  purchase 
money  due  to  the  United  States. 
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And  it  is  hereby  agreed  upon  <S:  understood  by  the  parties  that  the 
property  in  the  residue  of  the  general  Tract,  as  above  described,  is  to 
be  considered  as  divided  into  thirty  equal  Parts  or  Shares,  of  which 
Thirteen  Shares  are  the  Property  of  William  Duer,  in  which  he  may 
admit  such  associates  as  he  may  judge  proper  &  thirteen  shares  in  like 
manner  the  property  of  the  Said  Manasseh  Cutler  &  Winthrop  Sar- 
gent ;  that  the  other  four  shares  may  be  disposed  of  in  Europe  at  the 
Direction  of  an  Agent  to  be  sent  there  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating 
a  Sale  or  Loan  as  above  mentioned  :  >\:  if  not  as  disposed  of :  to  be 
equall  divided  amongst  the  Parties  to  this  writing. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  Said  William  Duer  be  &  he  hereby  is 
^ully  authorized  .S:  empowered  to  negotiate  a  Loan  on,  or  Sale  of  the 
above  Lands  in  Holland  or  such  other  parts  of  Europe  as  may  be 
found  expedient :  with  power  of  appointing  an  agent  to  act  under 
him  in  the  said  negotiation,  agreeably  to  such  instructions  as  he  may 
receive  for  such  purpose. — Provided  always,  >\:  it  is  hereby  understood 
&  agreed  on  betwixt  the  parties  that  the  Said  William  Duer  shall 
from  time  to  time  fwhen  so  required)  make  known  &  communicate 
to  the  Said  Winthrop  Sargent  cc  Manasseh  Cutler  the  progress  of  the 
Said  negotiation  «S:  the  correspondence  6c  instructions  relative  thereto, 
<S:  it  is  also  agreed  betwixt  the  said  parties  that  Royal  Flint  be  cc  is 
agreed  on  by  the  Said  Parties,  as  the  present  agent  for  undertaking 
the  proposed  negotiation  under  the  superintendence  of  the  said  Wil- 
liam Duer  ;  &  that  if  from  the  Death  of  the  said  Flint  or  other  cir- 
cumstances it  may  be  proper  to  appoint  another  agent  for  the  purpose 
above  stated,  the  person  so  appointed  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  said 
Manasseh  Cutler  «N:  Winthrop  Sargent  6c  William  Duer.  And  whereas 
the  whole  benefit  of  the  Pre-Emption  of  the  Residue  of  the  Land  as 
above  described  may  depend  on  the  punctual  payment  on  the  part  of 
the  Ohio  Company,  of  one  moiety  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  First 
contracted  for  in  their  behalf,  It  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  Said 
William  Duer  shall  (if  it  be  found  necessary)  advance  on  account  of 
the  Said  contract  One  hundred  thousand  Dollars  :  provided  that  what- 
ever sum  so  paid  by  the  Said  William  Duer  shall  exceed  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  shall  be  reimbursed  to  the  Said  William  out  of  the  first 
monies  which  the  Said  Sargent  6c  Cutler  may  receive  for  sub- 
scriptions. 

For  the  performance  of  the  different  covenants  in  this  agreement 
the  Said  Manasseh  Cutler  6c  Winthrop  Sargent  6c  the  Said  William 
Duer,  bind  themselves  6c  their  respective  heirs  6c  assigns  the  one  to 
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the  other — cc  in  Witness  whereof  have  interchangeably  set  their 
hands  &:  seals  this  twenty  ninth  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  &  eighty  seven. 

f  Manasseh  Cutler  ,,  ,    „  t1  ro       ., 

Witness  \  On  the  26th  Nov.  \}^T      ^X f  f^\ 

(In  presence  of  Wmthrop  Sargent  [Seal] 

Edward  Harris. 


John  West. 


[Seal] 


II. 


( PETITION  OF  SCIOTO  COMPANY  TO  CONGRESS  OF  UNITED 
STATES). 

(The  date  of  this  paper  is  uncertain.  It  was  probably  drawn  early  in  1790  when 
Joel  Barlow,  the  agent  of  the  Scioto  company  at  Paris,  was  urging  Duer  to  make 
arrangements  with  Congress,  by  means  of  which  the  company  would  be  enabled  to 
put  in  possession  of  their  land,  the  first  French  emigrants  who  arrived  in  America. 
"  By  this  course  alone,"  said  Barlow,  "  could  the  company  insure  for  itself  the  public 
confidence  of  Europe,  and  at  the  same  time  the  success  of  the  Scioto  speculation." 
See  No.  V,  Barlow  to  Duer,  Nov.  29,  1789.  For  document  Cf.  Gal.  Paps.  Ill, 
109). 

Whereas  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
have  ceded  to  certain  persons  a  Tract  of  land  on  the  borders  of 
the  Ohio  &  Scioto  which  the  said  persons  ageed  to  pay  in  four 
equal  payments  &  to  receive  possession  of  one-fourth  part  of  the 
said  tract  of  lands  on  the  making  of  each  of  such  payments  &  not 
before  which  condition  tho'  perfectly  just  in  itself  presents  the  pur- 
chasers from  disposing  of  the  lands  in  the  manner  which  would  be  the 
most  advantageous  for  them  &  for  that  portion  of  the  U.  S.  where 
these  lands  are  situated  the  purchasers  who  have  subscribed  the  said 
contract  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Congress  the  following  arguments 
in  favor  of  a  change  which  the[y]  demand  to  be  made  in  the  said 
bargain. 

The  quantity  of  acres  being  3  millions  &  the  payment  of  each 
fourth  part  amounting  to  the  sum  of  5  hundred  thousand  dollars  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  persons  contracting  to  pay  500,000  dol- 
lars before  they  can  give  possession  of  any  portion  of  these  lands  & 
they  must  give  possession  on  the  other  hand  before  they  can  be  paid ; 
an  advance  therefore  on  their  part  would  be  necessary  of  so  large  a 
sum  which  advance  they  are  unable  to  make  for  that  operation  not 
having  forseen  the  necessity  of  it  when  the  contract  was  entered  into 
at  which  time  they  expected  it  might  be  possible  to  sell  the  lands 
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with  sufficient  rapidity  or  in  sufficiently  large  portions  to  be  enabled 
to  make  such  payments  without  advancing  the  whole  on  their  own 
part. 

The  purchasers  with  this  view  sent  over  an  agent  to  Europe  with 
powers  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  these  lands,  he  has  in  part  succeeded 
but  is  obliged  to  sell  them  in  such  small  quantities  &  to  promise  pos- 
session at  so  early  a  period  that  the  company  in  America  which 
treated  for  the  lands  after  having  been  at  great  expense  in  begin- 
ning to  people  these  lands  sees  itself  under  a  necessity  of  abandon- 
ing with  great  loss  their  plan  of  abandoning  [establishing]  the  colony 
which  they  have  begun  &;  which  promises  to  be  a  very  nourishing 
one  but  what  is  still  worse  of  abandoning  it  before  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  which  are  fixed  on  that  establishment,  unless  it  will  please 
the  Congress  to  grant  the  following  request. 

ist.  That  the  Payments  specified  in  the  Convention  already  made 
be  retarded  —  months. 

2.  That  the  Congress  will  give  an  order  to  their  board  of  Treas- 
ury or  the  persons  to  whom  such  duty  may  belong  to  make  out  Pat- 
ents of  property  for  separate  portions  of  the  said  Lands  upon  condi- 
tion of  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  an  acre  in  place  of  J  3  of 
a  dollar  which  is  the  price  in  paying  500,000  at  a  time  which  sum 
shall  be  reduced  to  3|  of  a  dollar  an  acre  when  the  whole  amount  of 
dollars  received  shall  amount  to  500,000  then  the  land  so  given  in 
possession  to  continue  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  an  acre. 

3d.  That  for  the  surety  of  such  payment  a  mortgage  of  'i  in 
money  shall  be  left  on  all  lands  so  disposed  of  until  the  dollar  an 
acre  shall  be  paid  which  shall  always  be  within  the  space  of  6  months 
after  the  date  of  the  Patent. 

4 :  That  this  agreement  shall  stand  good  for  the  term  of  3  years 
after  which  it  shall  cease  &:  become  null  as  if  it  had  never  existed  ex- 
cept for  the  portions  delivered  &  sold  according  to  the  above  articles. 
[5th.]  4th.  All  the  other  articles  to  be  the  same  as  they  are  al- 
ready contained  in  the  cession  of  these  lands. 

Such  arrangement  with  the  variations  which  perhaps  may  still  be 
necessary  would  give  that  solidity  to  the  affair  which  otherwise  it 
never  can  have  as  the  parts  of  the  transaction  would  bear  the  pro- 
portion to  each  other  that  they  ought  whereas  in  their  present  state 
they  bear  no  kind  of  proportion  Cs:  as  a  sale  of  a  quantity  sufficient 
to  pay  500,000$  at  a  time  is  not  to  be  expected  in  Europe  &  he  who 
buys  less  can  not  be  sure  of  getting  possession. 
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III. 

THE  PARIS  AGREEMENT. 

(Translation  of  a  copy  of  the  agreement  made  in  Paris  August  3d,  1789,  by 
which  the  Scioto  company  was  organized  in  Europe.  See  No.  V,  Barlow  to  Duer, 
Nov.  29,  1789.     For  document  Cf.  Gal.  Paps.  Ill,  Bk  A,  40.) 

Before  the  Counsellors  of  the  King  Notarys  au  Chalelet  of  Paris 
the  undersigned  have  appeared. 

M.  Louis  Marthe,  Marquis  of  Gouy  D'arsy,  Chevalier,  High 
Bailiff  of  the  sword,  Lieutenant  General  in  reversion  of  the  French 
vexin,  Chevalier  of  the  Royal  and  Military  order  of  St.  Louis,  ancient 
assistant  Colonel  of  the  Cuirassiers,  Member  of  the  National  Assem- 
bly, living  in  Paris  Rue  de  Provence  at  the  corner  of  the  Faubourg 
mons  martre  Parish  St.  Eustache. 

M.  Claude  Odille  Joseph  Barond,  Esquire,  living  in  Paris,  Rue 
neuve  des  Petits  Champs,  Parish  St.  Roche. 

M.  Antoine  de  St.  Didier,  merchant,  in  Paris  dwellin  therein  Rue 
Royal  Barriere  Blanche,  Parish  St.  Pierre  de  mons  martre. 

M.  Jean  Francois  Noel  Maheas  Esquire,  Comptroller  of  the  Pay 
Office  of  the  domains  of  the  King,  living  in  Paris  Rue  des  Vieux 
Augustins,  Parish  St.  Eustache. 

M.  Francois  Troussier  Guibert  merchant  in  Paris  dwelling  there 
Rue  de  Bretagne  au  Marais,  Parish  St.  Nicholas  des  Champs. 

M.  Guillaume  Louis  Joseph,  Chevalier  de  Caquelon  Esquire  dwell- 
ing in  Paris,  Rue  de  Renard  St.  Messi,  Parish  St.  Messi. 

M.  William  Playfair,  English  Engineer,  living  in  Paris,  Rue  Cul- 
ture St.  Catherine,  Hotel  de  Lamoignon  Parish  St.  Paul  and 

M.  Joel  Barlow  Esquire,  dwelling  ordinarily  in  the  City  of  Hart- 
ford, in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  one  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
being  at  present  in  Paris  staying  at  the  Hotel  d'Angleterre,  Rue  Tra- 
versiere  Parish  St.  Roch. 

The  said  Mr.  Barlow  has  stated  that  several  proprietors  of  lands 
situate  between  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Scioto  in  America  of  the  extent 
of  three  millions  or  thereabouts  of  English  arpens  under  the  name  of 
acres,  have  the  intention  of  selling  the  said  lands  and  have  authorized 
Mr.  Barlow  to  go  into  France  to  announce  there  and  to  negotiate  this 
sale  at  the  good  pleasure  of  the  government ;  that  the  favorable  situa- 
tion of  their  lands,  following  the  testimony  of  several  persons  known 
and  named  in  a  pamphlet  translated  from  the  English  original,  printed 
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at  Salem  in  America  1787,  and  the  facilities  which  the  proprietors  are 
disposed  to  give  to  the  purchasers  for  the  payment  of  the  price,  can 
make  as  regards  the  acquisition  of  these  lands  an  affair  which  promises 
great  advantages  ;  that  a  single  individual  could  with  difficulty  be 
charged  with  it,  to  make  all  the  payments  and  conduct  all  the  opera- 
tions :  that  it  is  only  a  society  which  could  be  in  condition  to  unite 
the  resources  and  means  proper  to  assure  the  success  of  so  great  an 
enterprise — and  that  he  proposes  to  the  parties  appearing,  to  take  into 
consideration  this  affair  and  this  association,  upon  which  there  has 
been  made  and  agreed  upon  the  following  : 

Article  ist. 

The  aforesaid  Marquis  de  Gouy  d'Arsy,  Barond,  de  St.  Didier, 
Maheas,  Troussier,  Guibert,  le  Chevalier  de  Caquelon,  Plaifair  and 
Barlow  associate  themselves  to  make  the  purchase  of  the  said  three 
millions  or  thereabouts  of  English  acres  of  land  situate  between  the 
rivers  Ohio  and  Scioto  in  America,  likewise  for  the  improvement  and 
the  settlement  to  be  made  partially  and  progressively  of  the  portions 
of  said  lands  which  the  said  associates  shall  judge  proper  to  place 
under  cultivation  and  under  the  scheme  of  the  Company  of  the  Scioto. 

Article  2nd. 

In  order  to  begin  to  make  the  payments  for  the  purchase  and 
opening,  there  shall  be  created  by  the  Company  at  the  good  pleasure 
of  the  Government  eight  thousand  shares  which  shall  be  numbered 
from  one  to  8000,  not  payable  to  the  bearer,  but  which  on  the 
contrary  shall  be  drawn  up  in  the  name  of  each  proprietor  of  the  sum 
of  a  thousand  livres  payable  at  the  times  which  shall  be  determined 
after  those  taken  for  the  payment  of  the  price  of  this  acquisition  of 
which  the  list  set  forth  by  the  parties  remains  joined  to  the  minute  of 
these  presents — Each  proprietor  shall  be  able  to  negotiate  them  by  an 
indorsement  to  the  profit  and  in  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  who  shall 
be  bound  to  have  himself  registered,  within  three  months  from  the 
date  of  the  indorsement  to  his  profit,  in  the  Bureau  which  shall  be 
established  by  the  Company,  upon  a  register  which  the  cashier  shall 
hold  to  this  effect.  It  is  expressly  agreed  that  this  indorsement  shall 
not  give  to  the  purchaser  any  recourse  of  guaranty  against  the  preced- 
ing indorsers  but  solely  against  his  vender  and  during  a  delay  of  three 
months  only,  reckoning  from  the  date  of  the  said  indorsement  and 
that  mentioned  thereof  shall  be  made  in  the  aforesaid  shares. 
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Article  3RD. 

The  said  shares  shall  be  drawn  up  and  printed  conformably  to  the 
model  which  has  been  now  shown  by  the  parties,  and  which  is  at 
their  requisition  joined  to  the  minutes  of  these  presents  after  having 
been  signed  and  marked  by  them  in  the  presence  of  the  notarys 
undersigned,  they  shall  be  signed  by  two  of  the  associates  in  the  name 
of  the  Company,  the  Cashier  shall  give  receipts  for  them,  they  shall 
be  delivered  by  him  only  to  the  associates  above  named  by  inscribing 
in  the  body  of  each  share  the  name  of  him  to  whom  it  shall  be  given 
and  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Company,  the  sum 
total  of  each  share.  As  to  those  of  the  associates  who  shall  make 
payments  only  at  the  periods  fixed  by  this  table  hereto  joined,  these 
shall  be  delivered  to  them  by  the  Cashier  and  acknowledgment  con- 
formed to  the  model  hereto  joined  and  at  the  foot  of  which  shall  be 
the  receipts  by  the  Cashier  in  accordance  with  the  payments  which 
shall  be  made ;  the  interest  which  each  share  shall  produce  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Company  until  the  period  of  the  1st  of 
April  1792  for  which  purpose  there  shall  be  made  by  the  Cashier 
mention  of  the  time  of  each  payment ;  and  when  a  share  shall  be 
entirely  paid  for,  there  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Treasury  an  act  con- 
formably to  the  model ;  above  this  interest  at  five  per  cent  there 
shall  be  profit  for  the  proprietors  of  shares  of  roan  on  each  share,  to 
reckon  from  the  first  of  April  1792. 

Article  4TH. 

As  soon  as  there  shall  be  a  quarter  of  the  said  shares  which  shall 
have  been  taken  by  the  associates,  as  making  the  payment,  or  the 
bond,  of  which  mention  has  just  been  made,  the  contract  of  purchase 
of  the  said  land  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Company  of  the  said  asso- 
ciates who  name  the  said  Sirs,  Maheas  and  Playfair  to  take  des  a 
present  en  communication  the  powers  of  Mr.  Barlow  and  confer  with 
him  upon  the  clauses,  charges  and  conditions  of  the  sale,  the  price 
and  the  times  of  payment,  and  to  take  all  measures  which  will  seem 
to  them  useful  and  necessary,  unon  the  condition  on  their  part  of 
making  their  report  at  the  earliest  period  possible,  in  the  Assembly  of 
the  said  Sirs,  associates. 

It  is  stipulated  that  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  associate  lets  pass 
a  delay  of  three  months,  reckoning  from  this  day  without  having  paid 
or  made  the  bond  to  pay  at  least  a  twelfth  of  this  quarter  of  shares, 
the  Company  shall  be  canceled  as  far  as  he  is  concerned  as  if  it  had 
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never  existed,  and  without  damages  or  interest  at  the  expiration  of  the 
said  delay  after  a  simple  summons  which  shall  be  made  to  him  in  the 
name  of  the  other  associates,  by  due  effort  and  diligence  of  the 
Cashier,  at  the  domicile  chosen  by  this  present  compact,  without 
there  being  any  need  of  having  pronounced  this  cancellation  in  a 
court  of  justice  and  in  this  event  the  other  associates  shall  have  the 
liberty,  either  of  agreeing  that  they  alone  shall  compose  the  Company, 
or  of  admitting  to  it  another  person,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  plurality 
of  voices  by  the  deliberations  in  the  assembly  of  the  said  Sir 
associates. 

Article  5TH. 

There  shall  be  taken  immediately  after  the  signature  of  the  con- 
tract the  measures  necessary  to  put  them  in  possession  of  the  said 
lands  and  to  have  of  them  an  exact  survey  with  an  appraisement  of 
its  value  by  the  square  league,  or  even  by  a  township  less  considerable, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  its  situation  more  or  less  near 
either  to  rivers  or  to  townships  already  inhabited  and  cultivated  in 
order  to  be  able  to  determine  what  price  the  acre  could  be  ceded  and 
given  up  to  the  owners  of  shares  who  shall  prefer  to  have  lands  by 
themselves  rather  than  remain  associated  with  the  other  share  holders 
without  there  being  the  power  to  increase  this  valuation  among  the 
proprietors  except  by  reason  of  clearings,  improvements,  plantations, 
enclosures,  buildings,  betterments  which  shall  have  been  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  Company  after  the  said  valuation  of  the  lands  of 
which  the  shareholders  wish  to  be  put  into  possession. 

As  to  the  price  of  the  portions  of  the  said  lands  which  persons 
shall  desire  to  buy,  who  shall  not  be  owners  of  shares,  the  Company 
may  place  it  at  such  a  sum  as  it  shall  judge  proper  without  being 
obliged  to  subject  it  to  valuation  and  without  being  able  also  to  depart 
from  it  in  order  to  sell  it  lower,  unless  after  the  Company  shall  be 
freed  from  the  whole  price  of  the  purchase,  and  discharged  from  the 
sum  total  of  the  loans  which  it  shall  be  able  to  make,  and  after  con- 
sent given  by  deliberations  had  among  the  associates. 

Article  6th. 

The  proprietor  of  shares  who  shall  have  made  payments  in  advance 
or  who  shall  give  sureties,  which  the  Company  shall  have  accepted 
for  the  execution  of  the  said  payments  in  advance  shall  have  the  right 
to  demand  to  be  put  in  possession  of  a  portion  of  the  said  lands  in 
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proportion  to  his  shares  which  he  shall  bring  to  the  treasury  of  the 
Company  in  payment  of  the  said  lands  at  the  valuation  price,  and  the 
Company  may  accede  to  his  demand  before  it  shall  be  freed  towards 
the  sellers  from  the  payment  of  the  price,  provided  it  be  discharged 
toward  the  lenders. 

Article  71H. 

The  time  of  the  payments  being  known  by  a  statement  joined  to 
the  present,  each  proprietor  of  shares  will  be  held  to  satisfy  it  with 
promptness  in  the  terms  which  it  prescribes  in  order  to  spare  himself 
as  well  as  the  society  the  trouble  which  delays  occasion,  consenting 
unanimously  if  it  happens  that  any  one  fails  in  his  engagement  after 
having  entered  upon  payment,  that  the  sale  of  his  shares  shall  be 
made  at  his  own  peril  and  risk,  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  without  there  being  any  need  of  having  recourse  to  the  courts 
of  law.  The  shareholder  shall  be  informed  of  the  sale  of  his  shares 
and  of  the  result,  of  which  there  shall  be  an  account  kept  for  him, 
because  he  consents  likewise,  in  order  not  to  occasion  loss  to  the 
Company,  to  make  up  the  balance  of  his  subscription  in  such  manner 
as  the  Company  shall  exact,  if  the  sale  of  his  shares  shall  not  satisfy  it. 

Article  8th. 

The  said  gentlemen  appearing  nominate  to  hold  the  funds  of  the 
Company,  M.  L.  Seline  banker  in  Paris  dwelling  there  Rue  Beaubourg, 
who  shall  exercise  the  functions  of  Cashier  without  limitations  of  time 
and  by  keeping  conformably  to  the  ordinances  of  commerce,  registers 
of  receipts  and  expenses  and  Mr.  Playfair  to  keep  a  register  of  control 
of  said  funds  which  shall  be  signed  by  two  of  the  associates. 

Article  9TH. 

The  Company  shall  last  for  nine,  for  eighteen  or  for  twenty  seven 
years  and  it  may,  however,  be  dissolved  whether  at  the  end  of  the 
ninth  or  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  year  only  as  the  Company  shall 
be  entirely  freed  not  only  from  the  price  of  the  purchase  principal 
and  interest,  but  also  from  all  borrowed  money  which  it  may  have 
had  from  others  than  the  associates. 

After  this  liberation  at  the  end  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  times 
the  associates  shall  make  a  first  division  of  the  lands  which  shall 
remain  to  them  unless  they  shall  deem  it  proper  to  agree  unanimously 
upon  a  prolongation  of  their  Company  for  a  time  to  be  determined. 
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The  amount  of  funds  which  each  associate  shall  be  found  to  have  in 
the  enterprise,  whether  in  shares  which  shall  still  be  in  possession  or 
in  receipt  for  cash  which  he  shall  have  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Company  with  the  formalities  herein  after  explained,  shall  regulate 
the  amount  of  land  which  shall  be  given  over  to  him  according  to  the 
valuations  of  which  mention  is  made  in  Article  5  above,  without  any 
increase  except  by  reason  of  expenses  of  clearings  and  other  expenses 
of  this  nature  detailed  in  the  same  Article  5,  above,  what  shall  still 
remain  of  the  land  after  this  first  division,  shall  be  divided  equally 
among  all  the  associates  as  profit. 

Article  ioth. 

During  the  life  of  the  said  Company  there  shall  be  made  every 
year  in  the  month  of  July  a  general  account  of  the  treasury  in  order 
to  show  its  condition  and  that  of  the  Company  affairs. 

Two  thirds  of  the  sums  which  shall  arise  from  the  payments  for 
shares,  three  fourths  of  those  which  shall  arise  from  the  price  of  the 
sales  of  the  lands,  made  to  others  than  shareholders,  shall  be  employed 
yearly  for  the  payment  of  the  price  of  the  purchase  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  sums  borrowed  either  of  other  persons,  or  of  the  associates, 
principal  and  interest.  Even  to  full  payment  the  surplus  shall  be  used 
in  the  expenses  of  improvements  and  clearings  and  all  outlays  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose,  deductions  being  first  made  for  the  rent  of  the 
places  where  the  Company  shall  hold  its  meetings,  for  the  employment 
of  the  Cashier  and  of  the  clerks  and  for  office  expenses  ;  The  profits 
which  then  shall  be  found,  after  these  deductions,  reckoning  from 
April  1st  1792,  shall  be  divided  among  the  said  Sir  associates  con- 
formably to  the  proportions  determined  hereinafter.  It  is  agreed  that 
there  shall  be  comprised  in  the  funds  on  the  part  of  the  associates,  in 
the  treasury,  and  for  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  only  so  far  as  the 
Cashier  shall  have  been  authorized  to  receive  them  by  a  deliberation 
held  with  all  the  associates  and  that  without  this  deliberation,  the 
proprietors  of  funds  shall  not  be  able  to  exact  any  interest,  nor  pretend 
to  have  by  reason  of  said  funds  a  right  to  share  in  the  lands  at  the 
dissolution  of  the  Company. 

Article  iith. 

The  general  account  of  the  Treasury  having  been  rendered  :  two 
months  after  there  shall  be  called  a  meeting  of  all  the  owners  of  shares 
who  shall  have  been  registered  as  is  mentioned  in  Article  2  above, 

53 


and  who  shall  not  have  taken  lands  in  exchange  for  their  shares  only 
to  show  to  them  at  what  point  the  Company  shall  be  relatively  to  its 
deliberations  towards  the  venders  and  the  lenders  ;  and  to  let  them 
know  the  amount  of  land  it  shall  have  improved,  the  progress  and 
product  of  the  improvements  and  in  order  to  be  summoned  to  this 
meeting  one  must  be  the  owner  of  fifty  shares. 

The  whole  has  been  thus  agreed  and  determined  between  the  par- 
ties who  for  the  execution  of  these  presents  have  chosen  domicil  each 
one  in  his  dwelling  at  Paris  above  mentioned  anything  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Made  and  sealed  the  said  day  and  year  and  passed  upon  at  Paris 
and  dwelling  above  said  of  the  parties  as  regards  Messrs  the  said 
Marquis  de  Gouy  d'Arsy,  Baron  and  Playfairthe  third  of  August,  as  re- 
gards the  said  Sirs,  Troussier,  Guibert,  le  Chevalier  de  Caquelon  and 
Barlow  the  Eighteenth  of  August,  and  as  regards  the  said  Sirs,  de  St. 
Didier  and  Maheas  the  thirty  first  of  the  same  month  of  August,  the 
year  1789  and  have  signed  the  minutes  of  these  presents  remaining 
with  M.  Rameau  one  of  the  notaries  undersigned. 


IV. 

BILL  OF   SALL. 

(Translation  of  a  copy  of  the  Bill  of  Sale  passed  between  Joel  Barlow  as  agent  of 
the  Scioto  associates  in  America  and  the  newly  organized  Scioto  company  in  Paris. 
See  Doc.  No.  Ill  and  also  No.  V,  Barlow  to  Duer,  Nov.  29,  1789.  For  document 
Cf.  Gal.  Paps.  Ill,  Bk.  A,  72. 

3D  Nov.  1789.     Before  the  Counsellors  of  the  King,  Notaries  in  the 
Chatelet  of  Paris  Undersigned. 

Was  present  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  Esquire,  dwelling  ordinarily  in  the 
City  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  one  of  the  Thirteen 
United  States  of  North  America,  being  at  present  in  Paris  lodged  in 
the  Hotel  d'Angleterre,  Rue  Traversier  St.  Honore,  Parish  of  St. 
Roch,  and  stipulating  in  these  presents  in  the  name  and  by  virtue 
of  special  powers,  which  he  has  proved  to  the  purchasers  hereinafter 
named,  of  Manasseh  Cutler  of  Major  Winthrop  Sargent  and  William 
Duer  of  the  City  of  New  York,  all  three  sole  proprietors  associated 
in  virtue  of  the  grant  made  by  the  American  Congress  of  the  country 
wherein  is  taken  the  object  of  the  sale  hereinafter. 
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The  which  Sieur  Barlow  in  the  said  name  and  by  these  presents 
has  sold,  ceded  and  abandoned  in  full  and  free  ownership  and  enjoy- 
ment, but  by  no  means  to  take  possession  and  enjoyment  thereof  ex- 
cept at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  stipulated  to  the 
Society  formed  between  the  said  Sir  Barlow  and  others  to  the  effect 
of  the  present  purchase  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Company 
of  the  Scioto,  following  an  act  drawn  by  Mr.  Rameau  and  associate 
notaries  at  Paris,  the  third  of  August  last  and  accepted,  purchasers 
for  the  said  Society  by  M.  William  Playfair,  English  Engineer  dwell- 
ing in  Paris,  Rue  Neuve  des  Petits  Champs  Parish  of  St.  Roch  No. 
162  at  this  present. 

The  superficial  tract  of  three  millions  of  acres  or  English  arpens 
to  be  taken  in  the  land  situate  between  the  Rivers  Ohio  and  Scioto 
of  North  America — beginning  from  confluence  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and 
Scioto  towards  the  west  along  the  Ohio,  as  far  as  the  west  line  of  the 
seventeenth  range  of  townships  and  its  prolongation  towards  the 
north  upon  the  said  western  line  of  the  seventeenth  Range  of  town- 
ships as  far  as  this  line  must  be  prolonged  to  make  the  said  quantity 
of  three  millijns  of  acres  and  from  such  point  to  the  east  as  far  as  the 
river  Scioto,  and  thence  along  the  river  to  the  place  whence  the 
boundary  shall  have  begun.  To  render  these  bounds  more  clear  and 
intelligible  the  parties  have  produced  an  engraved  copy  of  the  plan, 
which  has  been  prepared,  of  the  country  where  is  to  be  taken  the 
tract  of  these  three  million  acres,  following  the  limits  herein  above, 
and  the  plan  wherein  this  tract  is  marked  in  blue,  has  been  annexed 
to  the  minutes  of  these  presents  after  having  been  seen  by  the  parties, 
the  which  has  been  accepted  in  the  presence  of  the  said  indorsers. 

However,  observing  that  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  there  is  or 
ought  to  be  in  the  extent  of  each  township  of  Six  English  Square 
Miles,  certain  lots  of  land  reserved  for  public  schools,  or  destined 
for  other  public  purposes  according  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  it  is 
well  understood  that  these  lots  of  land  thus  reserved  or  destined  shall 
not  be  comprised  in  the  present  sale,  but  that  if,  deduction  made  for 
these  portions,  the  land  which  shall  remain  in  the  extent  above  lim- 
ited shall  not  make  up  the  above  mentioned  amount  of  three  million 
acres,  what  shall  be  wanting,  shall  be  made  up  for  the  good  of  the  so- 
ciety out  of  the  lands  situate  to  the  north  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Company  of  the  Ohio — and  to  the  amount  of  the  land  herein  above 
described. 

The  price  of  the  present  sale  has  been  fixed  and  agreed  at  the 

55 


rate  of  Six  livres  Tournois  per  acre,  which  makes  for  the  whole  three 
million  acres  at  the  rate  above  mentioned  the  sum  of  eighteen  mil- 
lions livres  Tournois  which  Messrs  .  .  .  bind  themselves  and 
their  associates  present  and  future  to  pay  without  interest  moreover, 
at  the  times  hereinafter  fixed  to  wit : 

fifteen  hundred  thousand  livres  at  the  end  of  December  of  the 

present  year  i.  e. , 1,500,000 

fifteen  hundred  thousand  livres  at  the  end  of  April  in  the  coming  year,     .  1,500,000 

fifteen  hundred       "  "       "    "     "     "    said  year,   1790, 1.500,000 

"  "  "  "       "    "      "      "    April,  1791, 1,500,000 

three  millions  "       "    "     "     "    September  of  the 

same  year  1791,  .    .  3,000,000 

three  millions  more  "       "    "     "     "    April,   1792, 3,000,000 

"  "  "  "       "    "     "     "       "        1793, 3,000.000 

and"      "  "  "       "    "     "     "       "        1794, 3,000,000 

Total  equal  to  said  price, 18,000,000 

Notwithstanding  this  fixing  of  times  the  Society  purchasing  may  an- 
ticipate its  payments  for  such  portions  as  it  may  please,  and  all  their 
payments  shall  be  made  at  the  choice  of  the  said  society,  either  in 
ready  money  or  in  bills  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  in  that 
country,  thus  under  the  name  of  its  "Domestic  Liquidation"  the 
whole  comes  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Sir  Barlow  or  of  his  princi- 
pals at  the  treasury  of  the  society  or  at  such  other  place  as  shall  be 
arranged  by  the  Sieur  Barlow,  it  being  well  understood  that  for  what 
shall  be  paid  of  the  said  price  in  paper  of  the  nature  of  that  above 
designated  this  paper  shall  be  valued  at  ninety  livres  in  the  hundred, 
that  is  to  say,  that  a  hundred  livres  in  value  of  this  paper  shall  only 
represent  ninety  livres  silver,  and  the  American  dollar  in  silver  shall 
be  counted  at  five  livres  five  sols. 

As  soon  as  and  not  before  the  said  payments  are  remitted  arising 
from  the  price  of  the  present  sale  Mr.  Barlow  binds  his  principals 
towards  the  society  purchasing  or  its  assigns  to  put  them  in  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  an  amount  of  the  three  million  acres  proportionate  to 
the  amount  of  the  said  payment  at  the  aforesaid  rate  of  six  livres 
Tournois  per  acre,  and  these  acres  thus  gradually  paid  for,  shall  at 
first  be  located  upon  the  river  Ohio  at  the  east  line  of  the  seventeenth 
Township  Range  to  the  twentieth  range  at  the  west  and  at  the  north; 
following  the  arrangements  marked  upon  the  plats  joined  to  the  min- 
utes of  these  presents,  in  the  order  of  the  remittances  proportionately 
to  the  payments  herein  above  fixed. 
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The  said  society  may  moreover  resell  all  or  a  part  of  the  three 
million  acres,  before  the  times  herein  above  fixed  for  the  payment  of 
their  price,  provided  that  the  said  society  gives  up  to  the  Sieur  Bar- 
low, under  the  title  of  pledge  the  agreements  of  the  under  purchasers, 
but  the  said  Sieur  Barlow  shall  give  back  to  the  said  society  these 
agreements  when  it  shall  pay  to  him  their  entire  value. 
At  this  transaction  were  present,  and  are  parties  to  the  very  high  and 
very  mighty  Seigneur  and  Monseigneur  Louis  Marthe  de  Gouy  Mr. 
d'Arsy  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Government  of  the  Isle  of  France, 
Colonel  of  Cavalry,  Chevalier  of  the  Royal  and  Military  Order  of  St. 
Louis  and  deputy  from  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  in  the  National  assem- 
bly, dwelling  in  Paris  Rue  de  Provence,  Parish  St.  Eustache.  And  M. 
Claude  Odille  Joseph  Barond,  Esquire  dwelling  in  Paris,  Rue  Neuve 
des  petit  Champs,  Parish  St.  Roch.  All  interested  in  the  Society  of 
the  Scioto. 

Who  while  approving  and  confirming  the  engagements  herein 
above  contracted  by  their  co-associates  for  their  Society  have  by  these 
presents  appointed  for  their  attorneys,  general  and  special,  Mr.  Play- 
fair  and  Mr.  Barlow  herein  above  named  and  M.  Jean  Antoine  Chais 
of  Soisson,  advocate  to  the  Parliament  to  whom  jointly  and  sever- 
ally they  have  given  power  to  resell  all  or  a  part  of  the  said  three 
million  acres  at  the  best  price,  terms  or  conditions  of  receiving  the 
price  thereof,  or  to  assign  it  all  or  in  part,  and  to  go  out  of  the  Society 
with  respect  to  the  principals  of  the  Sieur  Barlow,  to  give  for  this 
purpose  every  acquittance,  consent,  subrogation  and  to  disseize  in 
consequence  the  Society  of  its  rights  of  property  over  the  object  of  re- 
sale in  favor  of  their  purchasers  and  generally  to  do  for  the  Ease  and 
accomplishment  of  the  said  sale  all  which  the  said  Sir  attorneys  ap- 
pointed shall  judge  most  fit  for  the  advantage  of  the  said  Society,  to 
substitute  in  the  present  powers  one  or  several  others  associates. 

And  for  the  execution  of  these  presents  the  parties  have  chosen 
domiciles  and  names  in  their  dwellings  in  the  aforesaid  four  places 
anything  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Made  and  done  at  Paris  and  the  residence  of  the  parties: 

November  3d,  1789  before  noon,  ....  have  signed  the 
minutes  of  these  presents  remaining  with  M.  Farmain  one  of  the 
notaries  above  mentioned. 

Signed  Farmain 
pour  Copie:   Signed  F.  M.  T.  de  Barth. 
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V. 

(JOEL  BARLOW  TO  COL.  WILLIAM  DUER.) 

(Copy  of  the  letter  from  Joel  Barlow  to  Col.  Wm.  Duer,  Paris,  Nov.  29,  1789. 
Barlow  was  appointed  agent  of  the  Scioto  associates  in  America  and  sent  to  Europe 
to  negotiate  a  loan  on,  or  sale  of,  the  Scioto  tract  of  land.  Barlow  arrived  in  Paris 
the  last  of  June,  1788,  but  for  twelve  months  he  accomplished  little  towards  his  aims. 
When  he  wrote  the  letter  here  published,  however,  he  had  enlisted  the  aid  of  Wm. 
Playfair,  an  Englishman,  long  resident  in  Paris  and  well  acquainted  with  French  ways. 
As  the  result  of  their  acquaintanceship  Barlow  was  enabled  to  announce  to  Duer  the 
formation  of  the  Scioto  company  of  associates  in  Paris  and  the  sale  to  that  company 
of  the  American  company's  preemption  of  lands  in  the  west.  He  describes  the  future 
plan  of  the  company,  the  hope  for  success,  etc.  Finally  he  begs  Duer  to  do  his  part 
in  America  to  make  arrangements  with  Congress  by  which  the  first  emigrants  to  arrive 
might  be  put  into  possession  of  their  lands  and  not  allowed  to  know  that  they  had  at 
first  bought  only  a  mere  preemption.  For  the  result  of  this  advice  on  Barlow's  part, 
see  No.  II.     P'or  document  Cf.  Gal.  Paps.  I,  133.) 

Paris,  Nov.  29,  1789, 
My  Dear  Sir : 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  contract  was  com- 
pleted on  the  3d  of  this  monl^i.  It  is  for  the  sale  of  3  millions  of 
acres — the  price  of  six  livers  the  acre,  to  be  paid  either  in  cash  or  in 
American  funds  at  90  per  cent,  at  the  choice  of  the  purchasers.  It 
is  probable  that  the  greater  part  will  be  paid  in  the  American  French 
debt — or  those  Bonds  given  for  money  borrowed  of  the  government 
of  France ;  some  however  will  be  paid  in  our  domestic  debt,  &  some 
in  money.  For  such  part  as  shall  be  paid  in  American  paper,  I  have 
fixed  the  exchange  at  105  sols  the  dollar,  the  price  of  the  acre,  being 
120  sols  to  be  paid  in  paper  at  90  per  cent,  will  require  133J/3 — the 
commissions,  douceurs  to  public  and  private  persons  &  all  the 
expenses  here  will  amount  to  about  15  per  cent,  this  deducts  20  sols 
from  the  133^3,  the  price  then  of  the  acre  to  us  will  be  113^  sols  or 
one  dollar  &  8^  sols,  this  will  make  us  a  profit  of  upwards  of 
1,200,000  dollars.     The  payments  as  fixed  in  contract  are  as  follows  : 

End  of  Decern.  1789 1,500,000  livers 

"  "  April  90 1,500,000     " 

"  "  Sep.  " 1,500.000     " 

"  "  April  91 1,500,000     " 

"  "  Sep.  " 3,000,000 

"  "  April  92 3,000,000 

"  "  April  93 3,000,00) 

"  "  April  94 3,000,000 

18,000,000  livers 
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The  causes  that  have  induced  me  to  fix  the  bulk  of  the  payments 
so  late  are  various  ;  I  cannot  now  detail  them  without  sending  you 
more  papers  than  you  would  be  willing  to  read,  &  more  than  I  am 
able  to  pay  postage  for.  But  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
payments  will  be  approached  &  the  whole  business  finished  within  the 
next  year,  ist  I  am  preparing  an  arrangement  with  the  royal  treasury 
which  I  believe  will  give  us  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  from  thence 
in  the  American  Bonds  above  mentioned.  2d  The  object  of  the 
company  as  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  is  an  immediate  settlement, 
by  the  sale  of  portions  to  individuals  &  by  sending  cultivators  in  the 
service  of  the  company.  This  they  expect  will  raise  the  reputation 
of  the  lands  to  such  a  degree  that  they  will  sell  them  all  off  in  the 
course  of  one  year  at  a  great  profit,  as  the  first  of  these  modes,  that 
which  respects  the  treasury,  cannot  be  certain  as  yet,  my  great  reliance 
is  on  the  second  which  cannot  fail,  if  we  give  it  proper  facility  on  our 
part.  The  present  circumstances  of  the  kingdom  are  favorable,  the 
subject  is  popular,  many  portions  are  already  sold,  &  the  people  pre- 
paring to  embark  in  January,  &  as  I  mentioned  to  you  before,  Maj. 
Gen.  Duportail  &  Maj.  Rochefontain  give  me  reason  to  hope  they  will 
go  at  the  head  of  the  establishment.  Now  although  my  contract,  in 
the  letter  of  it,  does  not  depend  on  the  success  of  this  or  any  other 
enterprise,  yet  in  such  great  affairs  no  remedy  can  be  had  for  any 
breach  that  a  company  may  make  either  from  choice  or  necessity,  the 
only  assurance  against  a  violation  of  their  engagements  is  never  to 
suffer  them  to  conceive  it  for  their  interest  to  violate  them,  for  this 
purpose  the  utmost  prudence  &  energy  are  still  necessary  on  both  sides 
the  water,  the  managers  here  &  agents  going  with  the  people  will  be 
perfectly  in  our  interest.  I  have  written  to  the  gentlemen  at 
Muskingum  pointing  out  their  duty  in  the  strongest  terms  possible, 
which  I  wish  you  would  enforce  by  your  authority  without  delay,  by 
writing  them  your  reflections  on  this  subject.  I  have  advised  them 
without  delay,  ist  to  ascertain  the  boundary  between  the  17th  &  18 
ranges  of  townships,  at  least  the  southern  part  of  it-— as  these  people 
will  be  there  by  the  last  of  Feb'ry — to  begin  their  operations  opposite 
the  great  Knehawa  on  the  18th  range —  2d  to  build  them  there  a  few 
huts  &:  ovens,  at  least  for  the  accommodation  of  100  persons, —  3d. 
To  send  a  person  of  activity  from  their  settlement  to  Alexandria  to 
make  all  the  preparations  on  the  route  &  at  the  fort  for  their  reception 
&  journey  to  the  Scioto,  &  to  wait  at  Alexandria  to  conduct  them. 
For  it  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  on,  that  the  success  of  their  sale 
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of  acres  here,  consequently  their  payments  to  us,  will  depend  almost 
entirely  on  the  accounts  written  back  by  the  first  people  that  arrive. 
It  is  an  immense  undertaking  to  the  poor  creatures  who  adventure  in 
it,  a  situation  in  which  all  the  passions  are  alive  to  the  slightest  im- 
pressions. They  who  lead  the  way  trust  their  lives  &  fortunes  to  the 
representations  that  I  make  to  them,  the  evidence  is  slight,  it  will  be 
strengthened  or  destroyed  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  still  to  be 
engaged,  by  the  testimony  of  those  who  first  arrive.  If  the  first  ioo 
persons  should  find  things  easy  &  agreeable  as  it  is  in  our  power  to 
make  them  with  a  little  attention,  the  stream  of  emigration  will  be 
irresistable  :  20,000  people  will  be  on  those  lands  in  18  months  <Sc  our 
payments  will  be  made  in  12.  Do  my  friend  exercise  your  rapid 
imagination  for  a  moment  in  writing  to  those  gentlemen  — the  subject 
lies  with  weight  on  my  mind  ;  it  is  tho'  small,  one  of  the  most  essen- 
tial services  that  now  remains  to  be  done.  Whenever  you  shall  know 
the  complication  of  difficulties  I  have  struggled  with  bringing  this 
unweildly  business  thus  far,  you  will  excuse  the  warmth  of  my  en- 
treaties, &:  believe  that  they  are  founded  on  the  maturest  reflection  as 
well  as  on  the  most  ardent  desire  to  serve  the  interest  of  the  concern. 
The  object  which  I  recommended  to  you  in  my  last  is  likewise  in  my 
opinion  indispensible.  I  enclose  here  a  duplicate  of  that  part  of  my 
letter,  lest  you  may  not  have  rec'd  it.  It  is  the  only  possible  means 
of  bringing  a  mere  preemption  into  that  shape  in  which  it  could  be 
fairly  offered  for  certain  sale.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  us,  it  is 
the  only  reliance  that  the  first  purchasers  of  portions  can  have  for 
their  title.  The  Secretary  of  Finance  will  certainly  see  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  in  making  that  arrangement,  as  it  is  their  object 
to  sink  their  debt  by  the  sale  of  lands,  as  they  are  perfectly  secure 
in  this  case  as  in  the  other,  as  it  gives  us  the  means  of  succeeding 
in  the  whole  operation,  &  as  the  success  of  this  will  be  followed  by 
other  sales  to  the  extinguishment  of  a  great  part  of  the  debt.  I 
must  add  as  a  farther  reason  why  you  should  not  fail  of  making 
arrangements  recommended,  that  I  have  proceeded,  as  though  it  were 
already  done,  by  giving  the  company  here  power  to  resell  portions 
before  they  make  their  first  payment  on  the  contract,  requiring  as  my 
security  the  deposit  of  the  payments  for  these  portions  ;  this  they 
have  already  acted  on  to  a  considerable  amount.  It  is  further  to  be 
considered  that  it  is  possible  that  their  first  payment  will  not  be  made 
to  us  in  season  for  us  to  make  our  first  to  Congress  before  the  people 
will  arrive;  should  the  people  not  be  put  in  possession  of  their  small 
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purchases  on  their  arrival,  we  are  ruined.  It  will  be  but  for  a  few 
acres,  I  imagine  not  above  5,000,  that  those  who  shall  arrive  in  the 
first  ship  will  have  purchased;  the  sec'y  can  run  no  risk  in  allowing 
them  to  take  possession  of  so  small  a  portion  before  it  is  paid  for,  as 
he  can  not  suppose  we  would  sacrifice  the  advantage  of  all  our  con- 
tracts for  the  sake  of  cheating  Congress  out  of  so  small  a  sum.  But 
if  no  other  means  will  do,  you  must  make  a  deposit  of  5  or  10,000  $ 
to  get  possession  of  such  a  number  of  acres  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
great  Knehawa,  to  be  afterward  reckoned  towards  our  contract.  Dis- 
patch such  leave  of  entry  to  your  friends  in  the  West  but  not  to  let 
the  European  Settlers  know  the  manner  of  this  proceeding,  for  they 
will  not  know,  except  the  agent,  but  the  lands  were  all  our  own  before. 
I  hope  you  will  be  of  my  opinion  on  these  subjects,  <x:  that  nothing 
will  prevent  the  people  being  put  perfectly  at  their  ease  on  their 
arrival.  The  expenses  of  the  objects  above  mentioned  will  be  paid 
by  the  agent  of  the  people  the  moment  they  arrive  but  the  charges 
must  be  moderate.  If  the  gentlemen  in  the  West  are  too  poor  to 
make  the  advances,  which  is  possible,  you  must  contrive  to  make  them 
from  New  York.  It  will  be  but  for  a  few  days,  the  sacrifice  small,  & 
the  object  infinite.  I  can  think  of  no  arguments  in  addition  to  those 
I  have  formerly  used  to  induce  you  to  write  to  me,  my  reflections  on 
that  subject  are  painful  beyond  description.  Mr.  Dixon,  to  whom 
my  friends  have  been  requested  to  address  their  Letters,  is  about 
leaving  London.  Be  kind  enough  to  address  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Henry  Broomfield  Merchant,  No.  1  Sirelane,  London. 

VI. 

(JOEL  BARLOW  TO  COLONEL  WILLIAM  DUER. ) 

(The  following  are  copies  of  three  letters  of  Barlow  to  Duer,  dated  Paris,  Dec. 
8,  and  29,  1789,  and  Jan.  25,  1790.  In  these  letters  Barlow  describes  the  further 
progress  of  affairs  in  France  after  the  formation  of  the  Scioto  company  there,  and  the 
arrangement  for  the  departure  of  the  first  party  of  emigrants,  etc.  For  these  letters 
Cf.    Gal.  Paps.  I,  135. 

Paris,   8  Dec,    1789. 
Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  are  duplicates  of  such  communications  lately  made  as  ap- 
pears to  me  the  most  important  &  the  subjects  of  them  indispensible. 
Since  the  date  of  my  last  everything  goes  on  very  well,  the  company 
are  now  in  treaty  for  sales  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  livres ;   they 
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will  probably  be  finished  in  a  few  days — many  who  have  finished  their 
purchases  are  impatient  to  be  gone — some  have  already  left  Paris  for 
Havre  where  they  will  wait  the  arrangements  for  their  embarkation. 
I  think  Maj.  Rochefontaine  as  agent  will  sail  early  in  January  with 
about  ioo  persons — there  cannot  be  a  better  man  for  the  purpose. 
Every  step  that  this  business  takes  impresses  with  new  force  on  my 
mind  the  necessity  of  attending  to  every  object  which  I  have  recom- 
mended to  you  &  to  the  Gentleman  in  the  West.  Let  nothing  my 
dear  friend,  prevent  their  being  accomplished.  I  fear  that  my  letters  for 
the  Western  country  will  not  arrive  in  season  for  a  person  to  be  sent 
from  thence  to  Alexandria.  If  you  are  acquainted  with  any  Man  of 
Business  at  that  Port  I  wish  you  would  write  requesting  that  every 
succour  be  given  to  the  people  on  their  arrival.  The  reward  will  be 
certain  &  you  may  promise  it  with  safety. 

Paris,   29  Dec,   1789. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

This  goes  by  a  Ship  to  Alexandria  which  carries  about  sixty  set- 
tlers for  the  Scioto.  Mr.  Boulonge  a  person  well  recommended  to 
me  goes  as  their  temporary  agent  till  the  arrival  of  Rochefontaine 
which  will  be  in  a  month  after  them.  I  have  not  failed  to  take  every 
arrangement  in  my  power  to  secure  their  good  reception  &  that  degree 
of  happiness  which  will  secure  our  success.  I  feel  a  great  degree  of 
confidence  likewise  that  nothing  will  be  omitted  either  by  you  or  our 
friends  in  the  West.  I  hope  very  soon  to  put  it  in  your  power  to 
make  our  first  payment  to  Congress,  as  [our]  bargain  I  believe  will 
be  concluded  within  the  next  month  for  the  sale  of  half  a  million  of 

acres Many  reputable  >S:  wealthy   families  will  go  out 

for  the  Scioto  in  a  short  time.  Should  the  first  people  find  them- 
selves happy  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  would  be  followed  in  a  few 
years  by  half  a  million  of  other  adventurers.  The  idea  is  new  in 
France,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  set  it  a  going,  but  there  are  cases 
which  may  extend  it  almost  beyond  calculation. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  letter  nor  any  necessary  information 
since  I  left  you.  It  is  not  my  personal  feelings  alone  which  are  af- 
fected by  this  circumstance.  The  business  has  required  that  I  should 
know  the  situation  &  intentions  of  the  concern,  the  progress  of  the 
surveys,  the  disposition  of  the  savages  &  a  thousand  other  things  that 
I  might  determine  what  measures  to  take  &  what  promises  I  might 
safely  make  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  first  settlement. 
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Besides  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  keep  this  circumstance  from  being 
known,  so  as  to  endanger  the  confidence  that  People  of  all  classes 
ought  to  have  in  my  representation.  For  what  confidence  would  you 
place  in  a  stranger  who  should  pretend  to  be  the  agent  of  the  company, 
which  has  totally  neglected  him  for  over  two  years  ? 

When  Rochefontaine  arrives  I  shall  hope  to  get  some  information, 
until  then  I  shall  despair  of  being  able  to  know  whether  the  Western 
company  still  exists  or  not. 

Paris,   25th  Jan'y,  1790. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  my  last  in  addition  to  which,  order  the 
Treasurer  to  draw  on  me  for  one  hundred  thousand  livres — the  affair 
goes  extremely  well ;  it  is  true  the  payments  are  not  made,  but  they 
certainly  will  be.     The  sales  increase  rapidly. 

Dont  for  God's  sake  fail  to  raise  money  enough  to  put  the  people 
in  possession — make  any  sacrifice  rather  than  fail  in  this  essential  ob- 
ject. If  it  fails  we  are  ruined.  All  our  fortunes  &  my  character  will 
be  buried  under  the  ruins.  I  know  I  have  run  a  risk  in  suffering  the 
people  to  go  till  I  could  get  possession,  especially  as  I  could  get  no 
information  from  you,  but  the  risk  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  the 
proposition  to  the  Secretary  of  finance  which  I  have  often  mentioned 
is  so  reasonable  that  it  cannot  be  rejected.  Tell  him  that  20  millions 
of  acres  may  be  sold  here  in  twro  years  after  it  is  known  that  these 
people  are  quietly  in  possession  of  their  lands.  You  can  certainly 
among  all  your  Connexions  raise  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars for  a  few  months.  I  pledge  the  faith  of  an  honest  Man  for  the 
payment.  If  necessary  draw  on  me  at  Ninety  days  for  a  second 
hundred  thousand  Livres — advise  me  of  it  the  earlest  possible.  I 
shall  be  more  particular  in  a  few  days. 

VII. 

JOEL  BARLOW  TO  M.   BOULONGE. 

(Letter  dated  Paris,  Dec.  31,  1789.  Boulonge  was  a  temporary  agent  of  the 
Scioto  company  and  accompanied  the  nrst  party  of  emigrants  to  Alexandria,  Virginia. 
See  No.  VI,  Barlow  to  Duer,  Jan.  25,  1790.     For  this  letter  Cf,  Gal.  Paps.  I,  137). 

To  Mr.  Boulonge, 

Sir, — It  is  probable  that  the  agent  of  the  Scioto  Company  will 
find  employment  for  you  for  one  year  or  more  after  his  arrival  in 
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America.  Any  arrangement  of  this  kind  will  however  be  left  with 
him,  as  he  alone  will  be  responsible  for  whatever  shall  be  done  under 
his  agency.  Previous  to  his  arrival  I  shall  expect  you  to  occupy 
yourself  wholly  in  promoting  the  happiness  &:  convenience  of  the 
emigrants  who  go  in  the  same  ship  with  you,  and  likewise  of  any 
others  who  may  be  addressed  to  your  care  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  agent.  On  the  passage  you  will  encourage  the  people  &:  be  their 
interpreter.  On  your  arrival  at  Alexandria,  you  will  endeavor  to  see 
them  conveniently  lodged,  assist  them  in  procuring  necessaries,  &  if 
the  American  agent  should  have  arrived  from  the  Ohio,  you  will  after 
resting  the  people  a  convenient  time,  assist  him  in  moving  them  on 
the  route  that  he  shall  think  proper.  But,  should  such  agent  not  have 
arrived,  you  will  detain  the  people  &  stay  with  them  yourself  at  Alex- 
andria, while  you  send  a  man  express  with  my  dispatches  to  the  Ohio. 
You  will  then  keep  the  people  quiet  as  possible  &  wait  the  arrival  of 
the  agent  from  the  Ohio,  or  of  the  Agent  from  Europe.  On  the  ar- 
rival of  either  of  these  you  will  follow  his  direction,  &  do  your 
utmost  endeavor  to  accomplish  the  great  object  of  the  Company, 
which  is  to  render  these  people  as  happy  as  possible,  &  to  provide 
for  the  future  prosperity  of  an  extensive  &  increasing  settlement. 

Reposing  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  fidelity  &  prudent  con- 
duct, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  ob'dt  &  very  humble  servt. 

VIII. 

JOEL  BARLOW  TO  M.  BOULOGNE. 

(Letter  dated,  Paris,  Jan.  ist,  1790.  See  No.  VII.  For  this  letter  Ci.  Gal. 
Paps.  I,  155.) 

Paris,  Januarv  ist,  1790. 
Mr.  Boulogne, 

Sir, — You  are  requested  to  inform  the  Gentlemen  proprietors  of 
lands  who  go  under  your  care  to  the  Scioto  &:  who  embark  in  the  first 
ship,  that,  in  consideration  of  their  patience  and  good  conduct  since 
their  departure  from  Paris,  and  as  an  inducement  to  them  to  perse- 
vere in  so  generous  and  glorious  an  enterprise,  I  give  and  grant  to 
each  of  them  a  house  lot  within  the  city  to  be  laid  out  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  great  Knehawa  River,  and  a  right  in  the  city  commons, 
which  house-lots  shall  be  contiguous  to  each  other,  laid  in  two  squares 
near  the  centre  of  the  city,  which  two  squares  shall  be  called  by  the 
following  names,  premier  coup  and  etrenne  or  such  other  names  as  you 
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may  think  more  suitable  to  the  circumstances.  Send  me  a  list  of  these 
proprietors  names  before  you  leave  Havre,  &  I  will  forward  their 
deeds  by  the  agent  in  chief  (add  to  this  list  the  names  of  non-pro- 
prietors &  of  the  women  and  children).  As  it  must  be  some  time 
after  your  arrival  before  the  gentlemen  can  have  their  lands  sun-eyed 
to  them  in  the  other  municipalities,  and  as  they  will  now  be  proprie- 
tors of  one  compact  spot  of  land  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  of  a 
right  in  the  large  common  that  surrounds  it,  I  advise  them  to  make 
their  first  harvest  there  in  a  large  common  field.  And  by  agreement 
among  themselves  every  proprietor  will  enjoy  his  proportion  of  the  har- 
vest according  to  the  number  of  hands  he  employs.  In  this  situation, 
their  labors  will  be  more  cheerful,  they  will  inspirit  each  other  &  in- 
struct each  other  in  the  noble  art  of  cultivating  the  lands. 

Assure  the  gentlemen,  my  dear  Sir,  of  my  best  wishes  &  prayers 
for  their  happiness.  My  heart  goes  with  them.  I  consider  them  as 
the  fathers  <Sc  founders  of  a  nation — their  names  will  not  only  be 
carved  on  the  bark  of  trees  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  engraved  on 
the  stones  that  shall  form  the  wails  of  the  future  city — but  they  shall 
,e  written  in  the  hearts  of  their  posterity  and  not  one  of  them  shall 
be  forgotten.  My  first  pleasure  on  returning  to  my  native  country 
shall  to  be  to  visit  them  in  their  habitations,  find  them  happy  on  their 
own  soil,  <S:  take  them  by  the  hand  as  countrymen,  brothers  &:  friends. 

As  they  have  passed  the  tender  scene  of  bidding  adieu  to  all  that 
was  dear  to  them  in  their  own  country,  believing  they  should  be 
happier  in  mine  ;  and,  as  their  choice  has  been  founded  on  the  rep- 
resentations which  I  have  made  to  them,  I  feel  myself  in  a  great 
measure  responsible  for  their  success.  Though  I  have  made  every 
arrangement  in  my  power  for  their  agreeable  reception  ec  easy  prog- 
ress on  their  route,  though  after  this  their  happiness  must  chiefly  de- 
pend on  their  own  industry  &:  prudence ;  yet,  as  a  duty  which  I  still 
owe  them  I  will  send  them  by  the  agent  some  advise  relative  to  that 
system  which  I  conceive  will  be  most  suitable  to  their  new  situation. 

Wishing  you  &  them  a  prosperous  voyage  &  a  happy  arrival  in 
your  second  country. 

IX. 

COMMISSION  OF  EENJAMIN  WALKER. 

By  the  fall  of  1790  the  affairs  of  the  Scioto  company  in  Paris  were  in  a  hopeless 
condition.  The  drafts  on  Barlow  made  by  Duer  at  the  former's  request,  the  proceeds 
of  which  -were  to  be  used  by  Duer  in  paying  the  expenses  of  conveying  the  first  col- 
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onists  to  Scioto,  had  been  returned  unpaid.  The  Scioto  associates  in  America  decided 
to  dispatch  Col.  Benj.  Walker  to  Paris  to  investigate  matters  there  and  if  necessary  to 
supercede  Barlow  as  their  agent  in  Europe.  Walker's  commission  dated  Sept.  II, 
1790  here  printed  was  the  outcome  of  their  decision.  On  his  arrival  in  Paris  in  Dec. 
1790  Walker  found  the  affair  of  the  Scioto  Co.  too  far  gone  to  be  revived.  But  he 
exhonerated  Barlow  from  all  wilful  blame  in  the  matter  &  leaves  us  to  conclude  that 
the  sub-agents  of  the  Paris  Co.,  Piayfair  or  .  .  .  [?],  were  guilty  of  stealing 
the  funds  entrusted  to  their  care.     For  document  Cf.  Gal.  Paps.  I.  149. 

New  York,    ii  Sept.,  1790. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  will  receive  herewith  three  Commissions,  one  constituting 
you  a  joint  agent  with  Joel  Barlow,  Esq.,  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Scioto  Company  in  Europe. 

Another,  appointing  you,  our  agent  for  examining  the  accounts 
&  proceedings  of  the  agents  of  the  company  in  Europe,  &:  the  third, 
appointing  you  the  agent  for  managing  all  the  concerns  of  the  Scioto 
Company  abroad. 

In  bringing  forward,  &  executing  the  commissions  you  will,  wc 
are  sensible,  act  with  all  delicacy,  &  discretion,  which  our  esteem  for 
Mr.  Barlow,  and  the  nature  of  the  case  requires  &  with  respect  to 
the  last  you  will  neither  make  it  known,  or  act  under,  unless  the  state 
of  the  company's  affairs  &  the  conduct  of  the  parties,  who  have  been 
intrusted  with  their  management,  should  in  your  judgment,  render  it 
advisable. 

Our  anxious  wish  is  to  preserve  Harmony  amongst  all  the  parties 
intrusted  Avith  the  negotiation  of  the  sales  in  Europe,  as  far  as  it  can 
be  done,  consistently  with  the  establishment  of  order  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Company's  affairs,  &  solid  security  for  the  funds  received  on 
account  of  the  sales.  These  points  must  at  all  events  be  obtained, 
or,  the  interest  &  reputation  of  the  company  ...  as  well  as 
the  property  of  the  Purchasers  will  be  inevitably  sacrificed. 

You  will  hear  from  us  frequently  on  the  state  of  matters  here,  & 
you  will  oblige  us  in  giving  from  time  to  time  an  accurate  detail  of 
everything  which  relates  to  the  Interest  of  the  Company  in  Europe. 
We  are,  Dear  Sir 

With  sentiments  of  esteem 

Your  obedt.  humble  Servt. 

SWm,  Duer  Trustees  for 

Royal  Flint  the  Scioto 

and  Wm.  Craigie.    Purchasers. 
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X. 

(WILLIAM  PLAYFAIR  TO  COLONEL  DUER.) 

(Letter  dated,  Paris,  Dec.  27,  1790.  Playfair  was  an  Englishman  long  resident 
in  Paris  whose  aid  Barlow  had  enlisted  in  selling  the  Scioto  land.  It  is  a  pretty  well 
established  fact  that  Playfair  put  into  his  own  pocket  the  greater  bulk  of  the  money 
received  by  him  as  subagent  for  the  Scioto  associates.  The  letter  herein  given  was 
written  soon  after  Col.  Walker  had  arrived  in  Paris  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Scioto  Co.  The  insinuating  tone  shows  admirably  the  character  of  the  writer  who 
hoped  to  clear  himself  from  all  blame  in  the  transaction  and  to  remain  in  the  good 
graces  of  Duer  and  his  associates.     For  this  letter  Cf.  Gal.  Paps.  I,  177. ) 

Paris,   27   December,    1790. 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  last  in  the  month  of 
November  at  such  great  length  things  are  greatly  changed  here  for  the 
better  by  the  arrival  of  Letters  from  several  persons  from  the  border 
of  the  Ohio  who  speak  very  favorably  of  the  soil  &:  climate  &  of  the 
prospects  in  general — as  soon  as  these  letters  have  had  time  to  pro- 
duce their  effect  on  the  public  there  is  very  little  doubt  of  a  great 
sale.  They  are  printed  &  within  these  three  days  copies  have  been  sent 
to  all  parts  of  France  &  to  all  the  Individuals  who  have  begun  treaties 
with  us  but  have  discontinued  them  thro'  the  bad  accounts  which  for 
six  months  have  never  ceased  to  arrive. 

Our  situation  is  such  that  there  is  certainly  a  possibility  with  acti- 
vity &  a  good  plan  to  sell  the  greater  part  of  these  lands  in  six  or  8 
months  from  this  time  but  if  we  once  let  slip  this  second  occasion 
the  lands  will  never  be  sold  in  Europe  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable 
the  Company  in  America  to  make  the  payments  to  Congress.  As  you 
will  receive  by  this  or  the  first  Packet  after  a  historical  account  of  the 
matter  from  the  beginning  with  a  particular  account  of  all  that  has 
been  sold  with  the  effects  on  hand  &  Paid  for  the  business  I  shall  only 
at  the  end  of  this  letter  give  you  the  result  in  general  <Sc  here  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  those  things  which  do  not  enter  into  that  general 
history  &  of  which  I  have  not  written  in  my  last  but  which  it  is  neces- 
sary that  you  should  know. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Walker  I  consider  a  very  lucky  circumstance 
as  it  gives  rise  to  an  explanation  that  was  very  necessary.  I  never 
was  so  much  surprised  as  when  I  understood  from  that  Gentleman 
that  the  Scioto  Company  in  America  imagined  a  million  of  acres  had 
been  sold  when  in  fact  there  has  not  been  Hh  of  that  quantity  disposed 
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of — perhaps  some  of  the  Emigrants  may  have  said  it — if  so  they  spoke 
from  their  imaginations  or  from  hearsay — it  is  true  that  there  was  last 
spring  a  general  belief  that  we  had  sold  a  great  quantity  &  that  belief 
was  favorable  for  us,  therefore  we  did  not  endeavor  to  destroy  it  but 
there  is  a  great  dfference  between  the  public  and  the  Proprietors — our 
duty  required  us  to  inform  you  &  leave  them  in  their  error  as  it  was 
advantageous  &  hurt  nobody.  I  cannot  conceive  why  Mr.  Barlow 
who  charged  himself  with  the  correspondence  did  not  inform  you  ex- 
actly as  he  examined  all  the  acts  of  sale  at  the  notaries  himself,  be- 
sides they  were  all  in  the  Book  open  to  him  at  all  times.  I  have  been 
the  dupe  of  my  confidence  &  that  prevented  me  from  writing  my- 
self as  I  ought  to  have  done  but  as  Mr.  Barlow  seemed  vexed  when  I 
did  it,  as  I  trusted  to  him  &  as  my  attendance  on  the  affair  from 
morning  till  night  left  me  little  time  while  he  had  all  the  day  to 
himself  it  is  not  so  much  to  be  wondered  at,  tho'  I  shall  ever  blame 
myself  &:  lament  it  as  I  must  be  very  ignorant  not  to  preceive  the 
consequence  that  such  a  belief  must  produce — in  order  to  give  credit 
to  such  a  report  you  must  imagine  that  3  millions  of  livres  had  been 
received  here  out  of  which  nothing  (except  12  thousand  livres  by 
Mr.  de  Barth)  had  been  remitted  to  you — 3  millions  is  such  a  sum 
that  you  must  not  hesitate  to  suspect  we  kept  the  money  with  a  bad 
intention.  The  fact  with  regard  to  the  sales  being  otherwise  you 
will  no  doubt  change  your  opinion  accordingly  &  I  shall  here  confine 
myself  to  stating  two  facts  which  will  not  appear  in  the  history  of 
the  affair  but  which  I  can  scarcely  prove.  In  the  month  of  July 
last  when  the  affair  was  reduced  to  nothing  by  the  return  of  some 
emigrants  &  when  Mr.  Barlow  had  unknown  to  me  signed  a  sale  of 
the  whole  lands  I  had  acceptances  on  my  hands  for  the  affair  to  the 
amount  of  87,6001b  &  about  40,0001b  for  bills  protected  by  people  who 
refused  to  pay,  in  all  amounting  to  about  127,0001b  which  I  was  per- 
sonally answerable  for.  No  other  person  in  France  being  answerable 
for  one  single  hapence.  At  that  same  moment  every  value  that  I  had 
among  my  hands  was  .become  suspect  as  it  was  the  general  opinion 
that  I  should  be  obliged  to  reimburse  them  all.  The  reimbursements 
actually  made  &  even  the  monthly  expenses  did  not  fail  to  increase 
those  embarassments  all  of  which  came  upon  me  &  upon  me  only.  I 
had  in  truth  millions  of  embarassments  but  not  millions  of  money  &  I 
am  not  a  little  mortified  at  the  ingratitude  of  some  persons  whom  I  had 
served  &  who  were  at  some  pains  (I  am  informed)  to  give  an  unfavour- 
able idea  of  me  to  you — they  must  have  done  more  than  forget  the 
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services  which  I  had  rendered  them — but  all  that  is  past  &  good  pros- 
pects appear.  I  began  with  venturing  what  little  I  had  in  the  affair 
&  I  shall  stand  or  fall  with  it. 

For  the  future  I  shall  take  care  that  you  shall  not  want  proper  in- 
formation. Facts  &  not  expectations  that  have  by  being  unfairly 
represented  done  so  much  harm  for  surely  it  was  not  upon  expectations 
if  they  had  been  represented  as  such  that  you  would  have  drawn  such 
great  Bills  at  such  a  risque  of  loss  &  discredit.  It  was  then  that  I 
took  the  liberty  to  draw  upon  you  for  u,oooib.  The  case  was  urgent 
— I  have  accepted  &  will  punctually  pay  Mr.  Vanden  .  .  .  .'s  (?) 
Bill  which  is  come  to  hand. 

At  this  present  moment  when  the  letters  have  not  yet  had  time  to 
produce  their  effect  as  I  have  seen  the  matter  from  the  beginning  all 
is  now  without  difficulty  &  advantageous  as  regards  the  sale  in  Europe, 
perhaps  I  am  more  capable  to  judge  of  it  than  any  other  &  in  order 
to  put  your  mind  at  ease  I  will  employ  a  moment  to  say  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  certain  &  to  be  probable. 

ist.  It  is  certain  that  with  the  good  news  we  shall  sell  in  the 
course  of  3  months  more  land  than  will  enable  you  with  the  greatest 
ease  to  pay  the  price  of  all  that  is  given  possession  of  &  all  the 
advances  in  money  which  you  have  made  or  will  be  in  the  case  of 
making  for  6  months  to  come,  this  degree  of  success  I  count 
infallible. 

As  to  probable — I  think  it  very  probable  that  one  third  or  one 
half  of  the  land  will  be  sold  in  6  months  from  this  time  &  I  am 
afraid  that  what  is  not  sold  before  the  end  of  next  summer  at  farthest 
say  nine  months  will  never  be  sold  by  this  method  at  all  for  the  nature 
of  the  French  nation  is  to  over  look  a  thing  that  does  not  go  with 
ardour  and  enthusiasm,  we  shall  either  I  think  have  great  success  or  a 
very  moderate  degree — no  medium  is  to  be  expected  &  I  find  all  the 
People  who  know  France  are  of  the  same  opinion.  As  to  the 
advances  made  &  the  engagements  already  taken  I  believe  that  you  & 
the  company  may  be  perfectly  easy  about  them  as  the  most  moderate 
degree  of  success  will  do  more  than  pay  them  all.  I  am  exceedingly 
sorry  for  the  error  you  have  been  led  into  about  the  sales  as  that  has 
occasioned  an  irreparable  loss  by  the  Bills  returned  &  I  repeat  it  again 
that  the  child  unborn  was  not  more  ignorant  of  the  Letters  that 
occasioned  those  Bills  than  I  was,  I  should  certainly  have  advised  you 
at  the  time  if  I  had  & — when  I  think  on  the  advantages  of  a  well 
followed  correspondence  had  it  been  begun  last  year  at  this  time,  the 
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money,  the  inquietude,  the  disgrace  it  would  have  saved — I  cannot 
pardon  myself  for  the  confidence  I  had  in  him  who  corresponded, 
also  for  the  future  I  will  have  less  &  I  shall  write  myself — others  may 
write  what  and  how  they  please.  If  they  write  of  the  things  as  they 
are,  our  letters  will  be  of  accord,  if  not  I  here  take  the  engagement 
that  mine  shall  always  contain  the  information  that  I  think  the  most 
material  &  that  what  I  say  shall  be  strictly  true  &  said  in  the  way  that 
will  lead  to  a  true  conclusion. 

As  you  are  to  receive  the  detail  of  the  accounts  here — they  are  as 
they  stood  on  the  2 2d  of  July  since  which  time  nothing  has  been 
sold,  as  from  that  date  I  had  no  more  power  to  sell,  Mr.  Barlow's 
agreement  with  these  men,  de  Barth,  Coquet  &c.  having  unknown  to 
me  been  made  &  stopt  the  whole,  that  is  therefore  the  reason  why 
the  account  stops  at  that  period  &  not  at  the  present — it  is  to  be 
observed  likewise  that  as  Mr.  Barlow  engaged  to  cede  to  these  men  all 
the  values  received  either  a  process  or  an  amiable  arrangement  must 
determine  to  whom  they  belong — you  owe  to  my  obstinacy  or  perse- 
verance which  ever  it  may  be  called  &  to  that  alone,  that  all  these 
values  were  not  delivered  up  to  these  men — it  would  have  been  my 
interest  to  have  done  it  as  I  should  have  entered  for  a  third  in  the 
thing  but  I  never  think  it  my  interest  to  do  what  ought  not  to  be  done 
&  I  quarreled  without  much  hesitation  rather  than  expose  the  affair 
itself,  which  it  would  have  been,  had  that  bargain  been  completed. 

2  2d  July  1790. 

Acres  sold  in  all 148,376 

Values  existing  on  hand  but  which  from  their  nature  can  not 

immediately   be   realized 696,541 

Values  paid  in  August  for  the  company 66,036 

Values  which  appear  by  the  books  to  have  been  received  but 

which  have  not 93,606 

856,183 

Thus  then,  Sir,  you  see  how  far  we  are  from  having  had  millions, 
from  having  squandered  them  or  from  having  kept  them.  What  has 
been  done  since  the  2  2d  of  July  has  been  little  else  than  to  keep  the 
thing  from  falling  to  pieces  by  patience  and  good  humor  under  the 
most  outrageous  attacks  that  are  to  be  conceived.  I  do  not  claim  any 
merit  in  all  that  for,  as  the  Ruin  of  the  affair  would  have  been  mine 
also,  I  did  it  for  my  own  interest  &  to  prevent  myself  from  the  dis- 
grace attendant  on  a  failure.  The  moment  that  our  hopes  begin  to  be 
realized  I  shall  write  again.  &  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  &  most  humble  servant. 
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XI. 

JOEL  BARLOW  TO  BENJAMIN  WALKER. 

(Two  letters  dated,  Paris,  Dec.  21,  1790,  and  May  3,  1791.  In  these  letters  to 
Col.  Walker,  who  had  been  appointed  by  Duer  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  Scioto 
Co.  in  Paris,  Barlow  gives  his  side  of  the  Scioto  transaction.  He  describes  his  en- 
deavor for  the  good  of  the  company  and  charges  a  large  part  of  the  whole  failure  to 
Duer's  lack  of  interest  and  energy,  especially  accusing  the  latter  of  having  left  him 
(Barlow)  without  the  necessary  information  concerning  affairs  in  the  west.  For  these 
letters  Cf.  Gal.  Paps,  I,  139  &  141.) 

Paris  21   Dec.    1799. 
Benjamin  Walker  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  joy  and  satisfaction  on 
your  arrival  as  it  affords  me  an  oportunity  of  relieving  my  mind  from 
that  heavy  burthen  which  has  almost  worn  away  my  life  by  detailing 
the  history  of  the  affairs  of  the  Scioto  company  to  a  gentleman  who 
possesses  the  confidence  of  the  concern  in  America  and  who  is  fully 
entitled  to  mine.  The  letters  which  I  have  written  to  Col.  Duer  and 
others  of  the  concern,  the  copies  of  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  communicate  to  you,  have  already  given  them  a  general  idea  of 
the  progress  of  the  business.  It  is  true  I  have  been  less  anxious  to 
communicate  the  details  of  difficulties  under  which  the  business  labor- 
ed, and  the  motives  inducing  to  the  different  steps  taken  in  it,  than 
I  have  to  recount  the  facts  and  to  state  my  ideas  of  the  prospects — 
This  enterprise  in  its  origin  was  perhaps  of  too  hazardous  a  nature 
for  a  Prudent  man  to  have  engaged  in.  I  excuse  myself  to  my- 
self in  this  respect  on  the  idea  which  I  entertained  before  leaving 
America  that  the  experiment  might  be  made  in  a  short  time  and  at 
a  small  expense — fixing  in  my  mind  certain  limits  beyond  which  I 
determined   not   to  pass — but  with  a  strong  probability  to  success. 

After  my  most  diligent  exertions  for  about  ten  months  to  bring 
forward  the  business  thro'  the  assistance  of  those  persons  in  France 
and  Holland  to  whom  I  was  recommended  and  ordered  to  apply,  I 
became  convinced  that  they  were  amusing  me  with  false  hopes,  that 
their  interest  as  dealers  in  the  American  funds  rendered  them  enemies 
to  the  sale  of  my  lands  which  were  to  be  paid  for  to  the  United 
States  in  those  funds.  I  do  not  say  with  positiveness  that  these 
gentlemen  would  have  opposed  the  business  to  the  last.  I  have  no 
ostensible  proof  of  the  fact,  but  the  conviction  was  sufficiently  strong 
in  my  mind  to  render  it  rny  duty  to  withdraw  my  confidence  from 
them.     In  this   situation  which  may  be  fixed  at  about  the  month  of 
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March  1789  it  became  a  question  whether  to  return  to  America  with 
the  loss  of  a  years  time,  the  expense  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterl- 
ing to  the  concern  and  to  be  considered  (at  least  in  my  own  appre- 
hension) the  dupe  of  these  gentlemen  or  to  attempt  a  negotiation 
under  the  disadvantage  of  being  obliged  to  avoid  them  and  their 
connexions  which  were  numerous  in  Paris  as  well  as  Amster- 
dam. 

At  this  time  the  revolution  which  has  since  taken  place  in  France 
had  become  an  event  to  be  expected  with  certainty,  and  the  great 
emigration  which  must  be  connected  with  such  an  event  promised 
much  in  favor  of  the  sale  of  lands  in  America. 

I  believed  that  the  United  States  might  be  much  benefited  by  turn- 
ing this  tide  of  emigration  to  that  country  and  that  the  interest  of  the 
Scioto  concern  required  that  I  should  try  for  awhile  what  could  be 
done  in  Paris.  Whatever  may  be  the  final  event  of  this  decision  I 
must  say  it  was  very  far  from  being  dictated  by  personal  interest.  I 
had  at  that  time  several  offers  made  to  me  for  other  pursuits  which 
appeared  flattering  and  advantageous.  I  had  fulfilled  the  mission  re- 
ceived from  Col.  Duer.  I  had  been  left  for  some  time  without  sup- 
port from  the  Company.  Out  of  six  hundred  pounds  sterling  which 
was  agreed  to  be  allowed  me  by  the  year  for  expenses  I  had  received 
but  two  hundred  and  fifty.  I  had  been  ten  month  from  America  with 
out  hearing  a  syllable  from  the  Company.  I  had  spent  a  considerable 
sum  of  my  own  money,  and  was  somewhat  in  debt  for  my  personal 
expenses.  The  risk  therefore  was  all  my  own,  for  no  experiment 
could  be  made  without  contracting  further  debts  and  the  advantage, 
if  any  should  result  from  it,  would  be  to  the  Company  at  large  and 
the  United  States. 

Col.  Blackden  from  Massachusetts  then  and  now  resident  in  Paris 
brought  me  acquainted  with  Mr.  William  Playfair,  an  Englishman  of 
a  bold  and  enterprising  spirit  and  a  good  imagination  who  had  been 
some  years  in  business  in  Paris  and  was  acquainted  with  many  people 
of  business  and  property  here.  Col.  Blackden  is  a  man  perfectly 
honest,  candid  and  generous,  he  was  then  disposing  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  Kentucky  in  which  he  had  made  some  progress;  he  readily  gave 
me  all  the  information  in  his  power  relative  to  the  subject  and  has 
rendered  essential  service  to  the  business  both  at  first  and  during  the 
progress  to  this  time. 

In  July  1789  by  virtue  of  my  powers  from  the  Company  I  made 
to  him  a  conveyance  of  one  thirtieth  part  of  the  result  of  our  contract 
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and  speculation  on  condition  of  his  rendering  such  services  as  might 
be  in  his  power. 

In  the  month  of  April  1789  we  began  the  plan  of  forming  a  com- 
pany to  purchase  the  whole  of  the  lands,  as  I  considered  that  the  nature 
of  our  contract  being  but  a  naked  preemption  was  too  slight  and 
dangerous  a  ground  to  attempt  retailing  upon.  My  arguments  on  this 
head  are  sufficiently  detailed  in  my  letters  of  the  last  year  which  you 
have  seen  and  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Duer. 

On  the  third  of  August  that  year  this  company  was  formed  in 
Commandite  by  a  public  act  with  the  privileges  of  a  body  corporate 
composed  of  such  persons  as  were  supposed  to  be  able  to  give  solidity 
to  the  operation  and  cover  the  apparent  defect  of  a  mere  preemption. 
The  nature  and  name  [of]  this  society  will  be  seen  by  a  copy  of  their 
act  of  formation  which  I  shall  hand  you  with  this.  They  created 
eight  thousand  actions  to  be  sold  at  a  thousand  livres  each.  They 
expected  to  be  able  to  raise  money  enough  in  a  short  time  to  pay 
the  first  quarter  of  the  land,  to  begin  the  cultivation  on  the  Company's 
account  and  to  sell  portions  to  individuals.  This  they  supposed 
would  raise  the  value  of  the  lands  so  that  they  would  soon  be  able 
to  sell  them  all  off  at  a  considerable  profit.  In  short  their  intended 
manner  of  operation  and  the  subsequent  contract  of  sale  which  I 
passed  to  them  on  the  3d  of  November  following  a  copy  of  which  I 
shall  likewise  hand  you.      [Sic] 

From  the  time  this  Society  was  formed  till  the  first  of  January 
many  of  these  actions  were  subscribed  for,  and  some  portions  of  the 
lands  sold  so  that  the  prospect  of  success  was  very  good,  and  had 
they  as  much  confidence  in  each  other  as  every  one  appeared  to  have 
in  the  speculation  itself  they  could  not  have  failed.  In  this  interval 
Mr.  Maheas,  Comptroller  general  of  the  King's  domains,  one  of  this 
society  and  appointed  in  the  act  of  formation,  one  of  the  principal 
agents  in  the  business,  was  obliged  on  account  of  his  obnoxious 
politics,  or  delinquency  in  public  office  to  fly  his  country.  M.  Troussie 
another  associate  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me,  fled  about  the  same 
time.  This  man  I  found  afterwards  had  carried  off  fifty  actions  of 
the  company  and  had  procured  a  power  to  sell  lands  for  the  Company. 
I  was  a  long  time  under  great  apprehensions  from  what  he  might  do 
but  happily  his  politics  soon  lodged  him  in  prison  in  Brabant  where 
I  believe  he  has  lain  ever  since. 

These  circumstances  were  among  the  causes  of  the  Company  to 
make  their  first  payment  in  January ;  and  it  was  agreed  in  that  month 
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that  the  contract  should  be  given  up.  But  as  I  conceived  it  dangerous 
that  it  should  appear  publickly  that  the  society  had  failed,  that  the 
business  should  appear  to  rest  only  in  the  hands  of  a  stranger  whose 
powers  would  not  bear  too  critical  an  examination  they  being  founded 
on  a  mere  contract  of  preemption,  I  did  not  reduce  this  relinquish- 
ment to  writing  by  a  public  act  till  the  month  of  July  ;  of  this  act  I 
shall  likewise  give  you  a  copy. 

It  would  now  be  necessary  to  detail  the  circumstances  which  led 
to  a  second  contract  which  I  made  for  the  sale  of  our  preemption  to 
the  Society  of  DeBarth,  Coquet  and  Company  on  the  same  day  of 
the  relinquishment  above  mentioned,  but  it  is  impossible  to  give  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  causes  of  this  transaction.  It  arose  from  a  train 
of  indescribable  events  which  filled  my  mind  with  horror  as  they 
passed  but  which  can  make  but  feeble  impressions  on  the  mind  of  one 
who  only  hears  some  of  them  recounted — for  it  is  not  possible  to 
recollect  them  all.  I  shall  only  say  that  the  treaty  out  of  which  the 
transaction  grew  was  begun  in  March  soon  after  the  departure  of  the 
first  ships.  At  this  time  though  the  affair  wore  a  very  good  appear- 
ance and  promised  eventual  success,  yet  the  progress  of  the  sales 
began  to  relent  and  I  feared  the  funds  would  not  come  from  the  direct 
sales,  so  fast  as  would  be  requisite  for  the  Engagements  we  might 
be  under  in  America.  Add  to  this  a  fact  which  gave  me  too  much 
pain  to  be  forgotten,  that  I  had  then  been  near  two  years  in  Europe 
without  having  a  word  from  Mr.  Duer  or  any  other  person  on  the 
subject  of  my  mission.  Though  I  had  written  regular  and  full 
accounts  of  my  progress  in  every  step  I  had  yet  taken  before  and  after 
the  operations  began  in  Paris,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  know 
whether  what  I  had  done  would  be  approved  or  not ;  whether  the 
situation  of  the  savages  would  permit  possession  to  be  taken  of  the 
lands  or  not.  Or  indeed  whether  the  little  settlement  began  by  the 
Ohio  Company  on  which  the  success  of  this  must  in  a  great  measure 
depend,  still  existed  or  not.  In  this  state  of  doubt  and  anxiety  I 
conceived  it  a  great  object  to  find  a  company  who  could  advance 
some  immediate  funds  to  take  and  fulfill  our  engagements  to  the 
public  and  allow  us  a  sure  profit  though  a  small  one  compared  with 
what  had  before  been  calculated.  This  Company  as  I  fully  believe 
had  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  do  this  as  long  as  the  affairs  of  the 
Company  wore  the  favorable  appearance  which  they  did  in  the  month 
of  March,  this  will  appear  by  the  provisional  agreement  made  with 
them  the   17th  of  that  month  and  renewed  on  the  15th  of  April,  a 
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copy  of  which  I  shall  hand  you.  The  increase  of  the  calumnies  and 
evil  reports  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  recount  more  fully  under 
the  next  head  discouraged  by  degrees  the  married  part  of  the  Com- 
pany about  to  be  formed  and  finally  drove  me  to  conclude  the  treaty 
such  as  it  is  on  the  2 2d  of  July.  It  is  a  thing  conceived  in  caution 
and  brought  forth  in  a  state  of  anxiety  and  vexation  which  borders 
on  despair. 

With  respect  to  the  Company  funds  their  present  state  is  seen  in 
the  amount  in  three  columns  hereto  annexed,  but  to  show  how  they 
came  to  be  reduced  to  so  pitiable  a  state  it  will  be  necessary  to 
remount  pretty  high  in  the  current  of  those  events  and  to  trace  out  a 
succession  of  facts  which  can  never  be  so  painful  to  any  other  as  to 
me.  These  facts  have  been  most  of  them  stated  in  my  letters  to 
Messrs.  Duer,  Flint  and  others,  the  copies  of  which  I  have  shown 
you.  I  do  not  know  by  what  means  these  gentlemen  have  imbibed 
the  idea  that  a  million  of  acres  were  sold.  This  is  not  consistent 
with  the  least  degree  of  confidence  in  the  amounts  which  I  had  given. 
In  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  February  to  Messrs.  Putnam  and  Sargent 
sent  by  Mr.  DeBarth  I  enclosed  a  certified  list  of  the  purchasers  with 
their  quantity  of  acres  up  to  that  day. 

The  following  paragraph  in  that  letter  will  show  my  object  in 
taking  that  precaution.  "  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  purchasers  who  have 
finished  their  ''bargain,  with  their  quantity  of  acres.  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  transmit  them  regularly  which  I  advise  you  to  enregister  in 
a  book;  and  to  prevent  counterfeits  consider  no  deed  as  authentic 
that  is  not  comptrolled  in  this  manner." 

On  the  6th  of  May  I  forwarded  to  the  same  gentlemen  by  M. 
Marnesia  a  continuation  of  this  list  up  to  that  date  certified  by  me  in 
the  same  manner,  the  first  of  these  amounted  to  about  100,000  acres 
and  the  second  to  about  40,000.  This  letter  of  the  6th  of  May  it 
seems  was  the  last  that  had  been  received  before  your  departure  and 
at  the  time  when  the  trustees  united  in  a  letter  in  wmich  is  the  follow- 
ing paragra:  h — "If  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  accounts  re- 
ceived from  many  reputable  persons  who  have  arrived,  at  least  a 
million  acres  must  have  been  sold"  &c. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  ship  in  which  M.  Marnesia  sailed  was 
the  last  that  had  arrived  when  this  letter  was  written,  so  that  their 
information  respecting  the  quantity  of  land  sold  could  not  be  drawn 
from  a  source  later  than  the  date  of  my  letter.  My  letters  it  is  true 
containing  the  list  of  purchasers  were  addressed  Messrs.  Putnam  and 
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Sargent,  because  they  were  supposed  by  me  to  be  on  the  spot  where 
these  checks  would  be  necessary  in  laying  out  the  portions  to  individ- 
uals. It  is  possible  these  letters  have  not  been  received,  or  if  they 
have  they  may  be  still  unknown  to  the  gentlemen  in  New  York.  My 
letter  of  the  6th  of  May  to  Mr.  Duer  mentions  the  decline  of  the 
sales  and  my  fears  that  little  more  could  be  done  until  we  should 
get  good  news  from  the  first  emigrants  in  the  possession  of  their 
lands.  As  this  good  news  has  not  even  yet  arrived  (but  a  frightful 
train  of  contrary  facts  has  been  constantly  announced)  it  would  not 
be  expected  that  much  business  could  be  done  from  May  to  Sep- 
tember. 

But  to  waive  this  part  of  the  subject  which  seems  to  have  been 
so  much  misunderstood  I  will  return  to  the  real  state  of  the  facts  in 
the  country  relative  to  the  Company's  funds.  The  increase  of  ex- 
penses and  the  diminition  of  sales  are  two  effects  resulting  partly  from 
the  same  causes,  and  partly  from  causes  distinct;  and  they  require 
to  be  treated  separately.  The  expenses  here  have  been  much  in- 
creased from  the  operations  of  the  first  society  with  whom  I  con- 
tracted. They  expected  to  go  on  at  first  with  a  large  plan  of  culti- 
vation on  their  own  account  in  order  to  form  an  establishment  which 
should  raise  the  value  of  their  lands.  For  this  purpose  they  have 
engaged  many  laborers  and  sent  them  to  Havre,  from  whence  they 
were  to  sail  early  in  January  ;  they  had  enrolled  many  others  some 
of  which  it  was  found  afterwards  impossible  to  get  rid  of,  they  being 
in  numerous  instances  recommended  by  people  of  consequence  in  the 
town  whom  it  would  not  do  to  offend.  From  hence  it  arose  that  so 
many  people  have  gone  out  on  what  is  called  the  Company's  account. 
These  people  as  well  as  many  of  the  poorer  sort  of  proprietors  lay  upon 
our  hands  for  a  long  time  before  they  sailed.  The  passengers  in  the 
first  ship  went  to  Havre  some  in  November,  others  in  December,  others 
in  January.  Those  of  the  second  nearly  at  the  same  periods.  These 
two  ships  sailed  I  believe  on  the  13th  and  19th  of  February  the  first 
having  been  detained  near  a  month  simply  by  the  weather.  The 
same  kind  of  expenses  have  been  incident  to  every  set  of  passengers 
tho'  in  a  less  degree  till  the  last. 

Another  source  of  expense  has  been  the  reclamation  for  damages 
by  those  who  have  returned  and  by  many  others  who  have  not  been 
out  but  who  were  eager  to  seize  the  advantage  of  the  clamor  raised 
against  the  affair  to  make  unreasonable  demands. 

The  dimunition  and  stagnation  and  retrogradation  of  the  sales  are 
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next  to  be  considered.     Their  precise  situation  may  be  seen  in  the 
following  statement.      [Blank  here,  said  statement  not  given.] 

The  causes  of  this  decline  of  business  have  already  been  suffi- 
ciently detailed  in  many  letters  to  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Flint  and  others  — 
I  was  going  to  repeat  them  here  in  a  manner  more  methodical  and 
minute,  but  it  is  not  absolutly  necessary,  and  the  subject  is  to 
painful. 

I  shall  therefore  make  at  present  only  two  observations,  ist. 
That  at  the  time  of  sailing  of  the  first  ships  and  especially  on  receiv- 
ing the  letters  of  Messrs  Putnam  and  Cutler  the  beginning  of  March, 
I  had  good  reason  to  expect  news  from  emigrants  on  the  lands  by  the 
month  of  June  which  I  was  sure  would  enable  me  to  pay  Mr.  Duer's 
drafts.  2d.  The  personal  risk  I  have  run  in  remaining  in  Paris  several 
months  past  could  not  have  been,  could  not  be  justified  upon  any  other 
principle  than  the  most  sacred  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  concern. 
I  have  been  many  time  threatened  with  assassination.  The  cries  of 
many  people  who  believed  or  affected  to  believe  their  children  or 
other  friends  devoured  by  the  American  savages  were  on  the  point  of 
collecting  the  mobs  of  Paris  to  demolish  the  Bureau  and  sacrifice  the 
people  who  had  enticed  away  so  many  citizens.  So  lately  as  the  day 
after  your  arrival,  I  was  called  to  the  house  of  M.  De  Lormerie  my 
friend  and  by  him  warned  very  serious  not  to  remain  another  day  in 
this  situation  ;  to  deposit  my  papeis  in  a  place  of  security,  for  he 
expected  a  mob  would  be  at  the  house  and  he  was  very  sure  that  neither 
the  civil  nor  military  officers  of  Paris  would  dare  to  interfere.  I 
calmed  the  solicitude  of  this  good  man  by  announcing  to  him  your 
arrival  and  the  prospect  of  immediate  good  news  from  the  emigrants  : 
good  news  has  now  arrived  and  things  assume  a  better  aspect. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  account  here  rendered  of  the  Company's 
funds  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  accept  the  bill  of  Mr.  Duer  for 
532,267  livres.  I  have  not  only  not  a  farthing  of  the  Company's 
money  at  my  command  but  am  very  considerably  in  debt  for  my  per- 
sonal expenses. 

I  shall  here  enter  into  no  details  relative  to  the  prospects  that 
now  open  before  us  on  receipt  of  the  letters  received  giving  assur- 
ances that  the  emigrants  will  be  put  into  possession  of  their  lands. 

The  prospect  appears  to  me  to  be  flattering  but  from  the  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  give  you  in  conversation  and  what  you  have 
learnt  from  others,  you  will  be  able  to  form  your  own  opinion  on  the 
subject.      I  will  only  observe  that  from  a  variety  of  circumstances  the 
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present  winter  is  the  most  favorable  that  can  be  expected  for  this  busi- 
ness, and  that  not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  delay  which  has  intervened  in  thestating  of 
the  accounts.  It  is  owing  to  a  variety  of  objects  which  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  details  of  the  business. 

By  the  letters  of  the  trustees  of  the  nth  of  September  handed 
me  by  you  I  am  informed  that  you  are  appointed  a  joint  agent  with 
myself  in  the  future  management  of  the  Scioto  concerns  in  Europe. 
I  am  extremely  rejoiced  to  hear  it,  and  hope  you  will  not  be  dis- 
couraged undertaking  this  object  on  account  of  the  embarrasments 
that  past  difficulties  have  brought  upon  the  affair. 

Paris,   3  May,    17    1. 
Ben  Walker  Esq. 

My  dear  Friend:  I  received  yours  of  the  2d  of  April,  and  am  much 
mortified  at  not  being  able  to  see  you  before  your  departure.  You 
did  not  tell  me  whether  the  March  packet  had  arrived.  This  leaves 
me  less  able  to  judge  whether  I  am  to  expect  any  news  from  the 
Company  or  not.  Indeed  I  see  nothing  but  a  continuation  of  the 
scene  of  mortification  which  I  have  experienced  every  since  I  have 
been  in  Europe.  I  do  not  blame  the  associates  for  their  want  of  at- 
tention to  the  most  essential  parts  of  the  business.  It  is  now  just  a 
year  since  the  emigrants  arrived  in  America  and  there  in  no  proof 
here  at  this  day  of  their  being  in  possession  of  the  lands.  I  wrote 
and  said  all  that  I  could  write  and  say  during  the  course  of  the  winter 
before  I  left,  that  everything  here  would  depend  upon  the  informa- 
tion of  the  emigrants  on  a  few  obvious  points.  That  they  were  on 
the  lands,  that  the  lands  were  good,  that  there  was  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  savages  &c.  and  then  it  was  necessary  likewise  that  I  should 
have  details  relative  to  many  other  things,  such  as  the  roads,  the  dis- 
tances, the  progress  of  settlements  in  that  country,  the  real  disposition 
of  the  savages,  the  produce  of  the  lands,  the  real  history  of  any 
disastrous  events  which  are  often  fabricated  or  exagerated  in  the 
American  papers  &c.  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  that  none  of  these 
things  have  been  done. 

One  Solitary  letter  from  a  person  unknown  dated  at  Marietta  says 
that  the  emigrants  were  on  the  lands  in  Nov.  last,  allowing  it  to  be 
true  six  months  had  passed  after  their  arrival  during  which  they  were 
kept  off,  without  any  reason  being  given  in  Europe  that  could  appec  1 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  enquirers,  not  a  letter  in  all  this  time 
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from  any  of  the  company  that  I  could  show  here, — a  few  letters  on 
the  subject  of  money  &  bills  which  I  received  I  could  not  communi- 
cate as  they  contained  nothing  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  here. 
Having  it  known  from  time  to  time  that  I  received  letters  which  I 
could  not  show,  gave  the  appearance  of  mystery  &  increased  suspicion. 
The  letters  from  the  emigrants  in  this  interval  were  a  mixture  of  good 
and  bad,  just  sufficient  to  keep  the  mind  in  a  balance  had  not  the 
circumstance  of  delay  intervened  to  turn  the  scale.  But  even  had 
the  good  been  unattended  by  the  bad,  the  causes  of  delay  being  unex- 
plained it  is  reasonable  that  something  like  the  following  would  have 
been  the  effect:  On  the  first  arrival  it  would  have  been  well,  after- 
wards indifferent,  finally  mysterous  and  suspicious.  For  the  reason- 
ing would  have  been  thus:  "The  Americans  treat  these  people  well 
&  promise  to  conduct  them  immediately  to  the  lands.  Good,  let 
us  wait  a  little  for  the  event.  Two  months  afterwards  the  Ameri- 
cans continue  to  treat  them  well  even  generously.  This  is  good  enough, 
but  where  are  the  lands?  why  don't  they  move  forward?  Three 
months  afterwards  one  season  is  lost,  they  are  still  treated  with  great 
attention — promised  a  support  for  a  year,  taught  to  praise  the  quality 
of  the  lands  which  however  they  can't  get  a  sight  at.  What  does 
this  mean?  Why,  those  gentlemen  think  they  have  got  a  great  affair 
by  the  end.  They  think  their  agent  in  Europe  is  going  on  with  the 
sales,  he  has  need  of  fine  stories  to  bait  a  sufficient  number  of  purchas- 
ers &  the  profit  they  expect  to  draw  from  the  whole  cheat  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  warrant  their  expending  a  considerable  sum  in  duping  the 
first  emigrants  that  they  may  assist  in  duping  others." 

Nothing  is  more  natural  than  this  kind  of  reasoning,  even  suppos- 
ing that  some  hundreds  of  men  would  have  waited  many  months  on 
the  Atlantic  shore  without  writing  an  ill  natured  word. 

But  the  people  here  were  not  complimented  with  the  pleasure  of 
making  their  own  reflections.  They  were  told  these  things  in  num- 
berless letters  as  well  as  by  the  fractious  fellows  who  returned. 

Consider  now,  my  dear  sir,  another  6  months  passed  away,  since 
(as  I  suppose)  they  are  on  the  lands,  and  not  a  syllable  of  direct  in- 
formation from  the  spot.  Consider  the  single  circumstance  of  the 
expedition  into  the  Miami  Country  last  year.  Its  event  was  a  subject 
suited  to  fill  the  English  &  French  papers  with  dark  &  vague  stories 
which  might  go  even  to  the  destruction  of  all  the  western  settlements. 
The  object  of  this  expedition  ought  to  have  been  explained  by  our 
correspondents  as  soon  as  they  knew  it,  and  the  events  of  it  explained, 
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fixing  the  places  and  distances  marking  the  influence  it  might  have 
on  our  settlement.  The  story  has  been  here  that  every  French  emi- 
grant except  one  fell  in  the  battle  with  the  savages  ;  What  can  I  say 
to  this?  how  can  I  prove  it?  Whether  the  Miami  villages  were  50 
or  500  miles  from  the  Scioto  purchase  I  know  not. 

General  Putnam  wrote  me  a  letter  in  March  1790  giving  me  much 
information  from  the  Western  country,  for  which  I  thanked  him  very 
sincerely.  It  was  of  more  value  to  me  than  all  I  have  received  from 
others.  But  even  this  led  me  into  one  very  fatal  deception,  he  told 
me  that  he  would  go  himself  to  Alexandria  &  meet  the  settlers  &  con- 
duct them  to  the  lands.  This  raised  my  hopes  exceedingly,  but  they 
were  disappointed.  I  don't  mention  all  these  things  as  absolute  wil- 
ful sins  in  my  associates  but  I  mention  them  as  facts,  and  as  reasons 
why  my  expectations  in  this  country  have  not  been  realized.  For  I 
have  no  more  doubt  than  I  ever  had,  that  the  affair  would  have  suc- 
ceeded, all  their  bills  been  paid  and  a  great  profit  been  made 
to  the  concern  if  such  news  had  arrived  here  by  August  or  Septem- 
ber last  as  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  would  arrive ;  which  reason 
was  not  only  grounded  on  the  nature  of  the  subject,  but  was  greatly 
strengthened  &  rendered  in  my  opinion  almost  infallible  by  the  letter 
of  General  Putnam. 

With  regard  to  the  transactions  here  you  know  the  history  of 
them  tho'  you  can  not  know  but  in  part  the  motives  which  led  to 
them  whatever  may  be  the  dishonesty  of  Playfair  at  bottom,  his  con- 
duct for  a  year  past  has  been  dictated  as  it  still  appears  to  me — rather 
from  the  uncertainly,  contradictions  &  obscurity  which  involved  the 
Ameriean  part  of  the  transaction,  than  from  any  principle  of  Knavery. 

It  is  more  than  a  year  since  I  have  thought  him  if  not  radically 
dishonest,  at  least  what  was  as  bad,  a  most  imprudent  &  unfit  man  to 
have  any  authority  in  a  business  of  this  kind  &  I  determined  to  get 
rid  of  him  in  the  best  manner  possible.  I  was  in  hopes  that  every 
month  &  every  week  would  bring  such  accounts  from  America  as 
would  enable  me  to  force  him  to  render  his  accounts  without  ruining 
the  business.  As  that  time  never  arrived  when  I  could  do  this  in  a 
direct  manner,  it  formed  a  principal  motive  for  listening  to  the  prop- 
ositions of  Bourogne  &  Company.  Tho'  this  affair  dragged  along 
and  ended  in  the  contract  which  you  have  seen  yet  that  contract 
would  have  been  an  advantageous  one  if  the  news  from  America  had 
justified  the  representations  which  I  always  made  here  in  good  faith 
and  with  full  conviction  that  they  would  be  realized.      I  am  willing  to 
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allow  that  there  have  been  faults  committed  on  both  sides  the  water, 
mine  have  not  been  want  of  attention  or  integrity.  I  have  been  de- 
ceived here  and  disappointed  there,  but  I  must  say  that  the  disap- 
pointments from  that  quarter  have  been  principal  causes  of  exposing 
me  to  the  deceptions  here. 

Whether  the  gentlemen  there  will  take  the  measures  we  have  rec- 
ommended or  any  other  to  retrieve  the  fortune  of  the  speculation  or 
not  I  cannot  tell.  If  they  do  not,  it  is  my  opinion  that  you  would 
do  well  to  suggest  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  some  ideas  on  a 
mode  of  offering  lands  for  sale  in  Europe  directly  on  account  of  the 
United  States.  It  seems  that  the  troubles  in  Brabant  are  to  be  acted 
over  again  &  that  those  in  France  are  by  no  means  at  an  end.  An 
office  opened  at  Dunkerque  under  proper  checks  &  superintended  by 
the  minister  here  would  do  a  great  deal  of  business,  I  have  no  doubt. 
I  ought  to  mention  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  letters  from 
the  emigrants  are  stopped  as  well  as  some  of  mine  &  that  some  of  those 
fellows  are  corrupted  by  a  French  consul.  Bergent  De  Frondville  has 
lately  written  from  New  York  one  of  the  most  infamous  letters  that 
ever  was  seen.  He  says  he  has  been  to  the  lands  that  they  are  not 
habitable,  that  the  settlers  must  all  return  &  go  to  the  Islands  or 
starve.  That  the  settlement  of  Marietta  consists  of  a  few  little  log 
huts,  the  people  in  a  starving  condition,  that  Pittsburg  is  a  poor  mis- 
erable place,  in  short  there  are  no  provisions  in  the  country  &  there 
never  can  be.  If  this  fellow  has  been  to  the  lands,  he  must  have 
been  charged  with  letters  from  the  emigrants — he  has  sent  on  none — but 
seems  to  be  on  his  return  on  purpose  to  blast  the  whole  affair.  This 
same  fellow  has  been  famous  for  writing  bad  letters  ever  since  he  ar- 
rived. If  anything  farther  is  to  be  done  in  the  business  (or  even  if 
there  is  not,  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  public)  some  Amer- 
ican ought  to  make  it  an  indispensible  duty  to  make  every  creature  of 
them  write,  that  can  write,  &  tell  their  friends  that  the  lands  are  good 
&  that  they  are  happy,  let  them  all  tell  their  own  story*  every  one 
that  is  not  heard  from  will  be  supposed  to  be  dead. 

I  am  dear  friend,  Yours  sincerely, 

T.  Barlow. 


*  These  letters  ought  carefully  to  be  taken  charge  of  &  forwarded  to  Europe. 
If  they  were  under  cover  to  the  ministers  here  it  would  not  be  amiss.  This  single 
attention  would  probably  induce  thousands  of  people  &  some  of  them  persons  of  prop- 
erty &  artists  to  go  to  that  country  even  if  no  more  lands  were  sold  in  Europe. 
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XII 

(LETTERS  OF  RUFUS  PUTNAM.) 

(Rufus  Putnam  to  M.  Guion,  New  York,  March  9,  1790;  Rufus  Putnam  to  Col. 
Duer,  New  York,  May  1,  1790;  Rufus  Putnam  to  Col.  Duer,  May  28,  and  May  30, 
1790.  General  Rufus  Putnam  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Ohio  Co.,  and  the 
head  of  the  founders  of  Marietta  was  also  interested  in  the  Scioto  speculation.  He 
was  the  principal  agent  of  the  Scioto  Co.  in  the  west.  Major  Isaac  Guion  was  en- 
gaged by  the  company  to  take  charge  of  the  French  emigrants  and  lead  them  to  Alex- 
andria, \  a.,  to  their  proposed  town  on  the  Ohio.  This  he  accomplished  and  remained 
at  Gallipolis  for  some  little  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  French  at  that  place.  For 
these  letters  Cf.  Gal.  Paps.  T,  155-9.) 

New  York,  March  9th,    1790, 
Sir  : 

The  object  of  your  going  to  Alexandria  is  to  meet  a  number  of 
people  expected  very  soon,  if  they  have  not  already  arrived  from 
France,  who  have  purchased  lands  in  the  western  country  of  Joel  Bar- 
low, Esqr.  agent  for  the  Scioto  Company — these  people  have  a  Super- 
intendent or  agent  with  them  to  whom  you  will  make  yourself  and 
business  known;  but  in  doing  this  some  address  will  be  necessary,  be- 
cause it  will  be  improper  that  your  business  should  be  known  to  any 
other  person  or  that  you  have  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Barlow  and  his 
agency  in  Europe — when  you  have  made  up  your  acquaintance  with 
the  principal  person  among  these  people,  you  will  inform  him  that  in 
consequence  of  letters  received  from  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  John  Vanleer 
at  Red  Stone  on  the  Monongahala  River  has  received  orders  from 
General  Putnam  to  provide  boats  and  provisions,  and  that  a  number 
of  good  labourers  will  be  ready  to  go  down  and  assist  them  in  their 
operations  through  the  summer,  &  everything  is  put  in  train  to  make 
their  circumstances  as  agreeable  as  possible — that  General  Putnam  who 
conducted  the  first  Settlers  at  Muskingum  and  is  well  acquainted  in  the 
country  will  be  at  Alexandria,  as  soon  as  the  roads  are  sufficiently  dry 
for  wagons  to  cross  the  mountains — which  it  is  presumed  will  not  be 
till  the  latter  end  of  April — in  the  meantime  it  will  be  best  they 
should  remain  at  Alexandria  unless  on  enquiry  you  find  they  can  be 
better  accommodated  at  Winchester  or  some  other  Country  Town  on 
road  to  Red  Stone,  they  will  have  no  occasion  to  lay  in  any  stock 
of  provisions  to  carry  them  on  except  for  a  few  days  at  a  time  as 
they  may  be  easily  provided  on  the  road,  and  in  the  neighborhood 
at  Red  Stone  and  below  any  quantity  of  Flour,  Pork  and  whiskey 
may  be  procured  very  cheap. 
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You  will  advise  their  agent  that  it  will  be  best  their  connection 
with  Mr.  Barlow  and  real  destination  should  not  be  known  to  the 
people  of  Virginia  till  General  Putnam  arrives  or  you  hear  further 
from  me;  but  that  they  should  give  out  that  they  are  bound  to  Mus- 
kingum where  they  expect  such  information  as  will  enable  them  to 
fix  on  some  particular  place  for  settlement.  You  will  befriend  them 
in  procuring  accommodation  and  temporary  supplies  in  such  man- 
ner as  will  prevent  their  being  imposed  on  from  being  strangers  in 
the  country  and  not  speaking  the  Language. 

It  will  also  be  necessary  that  you  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  the 
best  route  to  Red  Stone,  the  price  of  waggonage  and  where  they  can 
be  best  procured.  On  your  arrival  at  Alexandria  you  will  write  me 
immediately  whether  any  of  these  people  are  arrived  or  not,  and  you 
will  keep  me  informed  of  everything  respecting  them  or  any  others 
coming  out  that  shall  come  to  your  knowledge. 

New  York,   May  ist,  1790. 
Sir  ; 

The  other  evening  you  desired  me  to  state  my  Ideas  of  the  busi- 
ness proposed  to  be  entrusted  to  Capt.  Guihon  in  compliance  with 
which  I  propose  the  following  for  the  consideration  of  the  Trustees, 
as  a  general  System,  viz : — 

Mr.  Guihon  to  go  to  Alexandria  to  assist  the  agents  in  taking  up 
lodging,  provisions,  Teams,  and  every  other  matter  they  may  want  to 
purchase  or  hire,  both  at  Alexandria  and  on  their  way  to  Red  Stone 
or  place  of  Embarkation,  to  see  that  the  Settlers  are  not  imposed  on 
from  their  not  Speaking  the  language  or  not  knowing  the  price  of  arti- 
cles; he  should  ascertain  the  best  route,  stages  &  accomodations  with 
the  cheapest  mode  of  Transportation  whether  wagons  or  pack  horses 
or  both  are  best  to  make  use  of  and  the  practicability  of  Sending 
goods  by  water  to  Fort  Cumberland  or  not;  he  should  correspond 
with  Mr.  Backers  at  Red  Stone;  should  notifie  him  of  his  approach 
and  expected  time  of  the  settlers  arrival  at  that  place  with  their  num- 
bers and  wants  that  such  provision  as  their  own  agents  shall  require 
may  be  made  in  season  for  their  accomodation,  he  should  undoubt- 
edly go  on  with  the  first  party  who  shall  cross  the  mountains  to  Red 
Stone,  but  his  trying  their  proceeding  down  the  river  with  the  set- 
tlers or  returning  to  Alexandria  must  depend  on  circumstances  and 
the  determination  of  the  Agents  who  come  from  Europe — the  money 
he  will  want  depends  on  the  advance  the  Trustees  conclude  to  make — 

83 


by  Mr.  Barlow's  letters  I  conceive  the  European  agents  will  pay  all 
the  expenses  from  time  to  time  in  this  quarter,  except  that  of  keeping 
Mr.  Guyhon  or  some  other  person  to  assist  them  in  this  quarter. 

The  moment  Mr.  Backus  has  executed  his  orders  at  Red  .Stone  &x. 
&c.  he  will  set  out  to  meet  the  Settlers  to  assist  them  in  crossing  the 
mountains  and  of  this  Mr.  Guihon  should  be  informed. 

Mr.  Backus  or  some  other  person  should  be  continued  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Red  Stone  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  Boats  and 
provisions  for  the  Settlers,  but  to  what  extent  is  altogether  uncertain 
at  present,  and  depends  on  the  numbers  that  shall  arrive,  and  the 
arrangements  their  agents  shall*  make,  therefore  beyond  his  present 
orders  I  think  Mr.  Backus  ought  not  to  go  till  the  Trustees  shall  set- 
tle some  arrangements  with  the  European  agents  who  are  expected 
out  with  the  Settlers. 

Major  Burnham  should  proceed  immediately  to  the  big  Kenhawa 
and  begin  his  operations  of  clearing  and  Hut  building,  and  if  pos- 
sible be  down  in  season  to  put  in  some  corn.  The  pay  of  Major 
Burnham  and  his  people  for  six  months  amounts  to  2664  Dolls;  the 
order  given  to  Mr.  Backus  and  McFarland  amount  to  4520.  Provi- 
sion should  be  made  for  discharging  these  debts  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
positions made  the  parties,  and  the  money  sent  on  in  Season  and 
lodged  with  Suitable  persons  for  the  purpose. 

Wellsburgh  at  the  mouth  of  Buffaloe, 
May  28th,   1790. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  wrote  you  on  the  20th  instant  from  Sumralls  Ferry,  advising  of 
the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  this  quarter,  that  No  Gredit  or  any 
means  but  money  would  procure  them,  &  very  little  was  to  be  had  at 
any  rate,  that  these  circumstances  absolutely  forbad  the  emigrants 
from  crossing  the  mountains  till  after  harvest. 

I  find  on  conversing  with  Mr.  McFarland  that  I  was  rightly 
informed  by  Mr.  Backus,  and  am  warranted  in  saying  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  procure  bread  for  the  Scioto  Settlers  Should  they  come  on 
immediately,  they  must  therefore  at  all  events  be  prevented  crossing 
the  mountains  at  present,  nor  will  it  be  in  the  power  of  Mr.  McFar- 
land by  any  means  in  his  hands  or  on  the  credit  of  any  man  living  to 
procure  any  considerable  supply  in  future,  in  short  you  ought  to  rely 
on  Cash  only  as  the  means  of  procuring  Supplys  for  several  months 
to  come,  for  I  conceive  nothing  else  will  induce  people  to  thrash  their 
grain  before  the  usual  time. 


You  ought  also  immediately  to  concert  measures  for  procuring 
provisions  for  these  and  others  expected  from  Europe  both  the  present 
and  ensuing  year,  for  in  consequence  of  the  high  price  now  given 
and  free  permission  to  Transport  Flour  to  New  Orleans  large  quanti- 
ties will  be  sent  down  the  River  the  coming  fall  and  winter;  the 
present  scarcity  will  oblige  people  to  begin  on  their  new  crops  several 
months  earlier  than  usual — these  circumstances  with  the  unpromising 
appearance  of  the  Crops  now  on  the  ground  renders  it  highly  proba- 
ble that  Flour  will  be  dear  the  next  as  well  as  the  present  Summer;  if 
therefore  you  wish  to  secure  the  Scioto  settlers  against  the  inconveni- 
ence of  such  probable  scarcity  ;  if  you  wish  to  purchase  provisions 
of  all  kinds  on  the  best  terms  you  must  begin  early  in  the  fall.  No- 
vember and  December  is  the  usual  time  for  killing  beef  and  pork  in 
this  country,  when  it  may  be  purchased  much  cheaper  than  after- 
wards ;  these  months  and  through  the  winter,  Wheat,  Rye  &  Indian 
corn  will  probably  be  sold  twenty-five  per  cent,  lower  than  the  next 
June.  And  sure  I  am  that  unless  the  Trustees  or  the  French  agents 
shall  take  the  advantage  of  the  fall  and  winter  season  to  lay  in 
sufficient  Magazines  of  provisions  for  all  that  have  or  shall  arrive 
either  the  present  or  ensuing  year,  the  proprietors  as  well  as  the 
settlers  must  suffer  greatly  in  their  interest.  Should  the  Trustees  be 
of  my  opinion  in  this  &  determine  on  purchasing  a  supply  perhaps 
the  establishing  a  few  stores  in  the  best  provision  part  of  the  country 
furnished  with  goods  &  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cash  to  enable  them 
to  pay  money  when  necessary  may  answer  the  purpose  as  well  or 
better  than  to  depend  on  cash  altogether;  but  in  whatever  way  you 
propose  to  obtain  the  supplies  you  ought  to  put  the  business  into  the 
hands  of  some  mercantile  character  in  whom  you  can  place  confidence 
and  who  should  have  all  the  business  under  his  direction  (for  my  own 
part  I  understand  nothing  of  mercantile  matters,  nor  will  the  duty  I 
owe  the  public,  my  own  private  affairs  and  other  engagements  suffer 
me  to  meddle  with  this  were  I  ever  so  well  qualified.)  I  shall  reli- 
giously attend  to  the  necessary  arrangements  in  providing  for  and 
employing  Major  Burnham's  people  as  well  as  the  Locations  and 
surveys  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Trustees  to  make  to  the  settlers  to  fulfill 
the  engagements  which  Mr.  Barlow  may  have  made  to  them  ;  but  as 
to  procuring  supplies  and  furnishing  them  to  the  settlers  or  their 
agents  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  take  any  care  whatever  of  it,  and  I 
give  you  this  early  notice  that  some  suitable  person  may  be  seasonably 
provided  for  the  purpose.      I  have  a  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Backus  & 
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several  others  in  this  quarter  who  I  could  recommend  for  their  abilities 
&  integrity  «S:  who  will  make  good  assistants,  but  I  know  of  none 
whose  mercantile  knowledge  &  circumstances  are  such  as  I  should  be 
willing  to  be  responsible  for  as  your  chief  Factor,  you  must  I  think 
send  your  principle  from  New  York  or  somewhere  on  the  East  side 
the  mountains. 

I  have  requested  Mr.  Backus  to  set  out  immediately  for  Alexandria 
to  assist  the  French  agents  in  conducting  the  settlers  over  the  mount- 
ains (S:c. — if  he  meets  any  of  the  Trustees  there  he  will  deliver  a 
duplicate  of  this  letter  to  them  and  if  not  he  will  come  to  New  York 
unless  Major  Rochefontaine  shall  detain  him  in  which  case  he  will 
forward  my  letter  by  the  rail. 

None  of  the  settlers  being  on  with  Teams,  Tools  «xx.  as  was 
expected  when  Major  Burnham's  company  was  ordered  to  be  raised 
several  articles  must  be  supplied  which  it  was  expected  they  would 
have  furnished  «x:  which  will  occasion  considerable  additional  expense. 

I  shall  enclose  you  an  estimate  of  the  whole  expense  to  the  first  of 
December,  exclusive  of  any  supplys  to  the  settlers  <x:  my  own  personal 
time  <\:  expenses,  and  must  entreat  that  you  will  send  on  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  by  Mr.  Backus  or  some  trusty  person,  to  me  or  in  my 
absence  to  Col.  Meigs  at  Muskingum  to  discharge  the  debts  agreeably 
to  contract ;  this  Sir,  is  a  circumstance  that  must  be  particularly 
attended  to  for  besides  the  discredit  it  would  bring  on  the  company 
should  there  be  a  failure  on  our  part  in  paying  Burnham's  people  they 
may  take  it  in  their  heads  to  leave  us  at  a  time  when  we  most  need 
their  labor. 

I  must  entreat  that  you  will  forward  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  a 
copy  of  the  sales  which  Mr.  Barlow  has  made  to  the  people  who  have 
arrived  that  I  may  be  able  in  some  measure  to  detail  the  business  of 
surveys  before  I  return  to  New  England  for  my  family. 

X.  B.  I  have  desired  Mr.  McFarland  to  inform  the  Trustees 
what  provisions  he  shall  be  able  to  obtain  in  the  course  of  the  fall 
with  the  means  now  in  his  power  &  also  to  give  you  his  opinion  of 
the  best  mode  to  be  pursued  for  securing  a  general  supply  in  future. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  your 
humble  servant,  Rufus  Putnam. 

Col.  Duer. 

P.  S.  You  must  not  omit  applying  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a 
Company  or  a  part  of  a  Company  of  the  troops  now  in  the  Western 
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Country  to  be  stationed  at  our  French  settlement  as  soon  at  least  as 
the  settlers  arrive,  &  it  would  be  for  our  interest  if  the  measure  could 
be  adopted  much  sooner.  May  30th.  We  leave  this  place  within 
one  hour — The  Trustees  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  McFarland  for  his 
exertions  ;  he  has  given  us  a  full  supply  of  flour  for  \Y2  months  at  4 
Dollars  per  barrel  when  without  his  assistance  I  am  sure  it  could  not 
have  been  obtained  under  6  or  7. 

Sumrells,  Fairy  on  the  Youghiogana  River, 
May  30TH,   1790. 
Dear  Sir ; 

I  arrived  here  last  evening  where  I  found  Mr.  Backus  and  Major 
Burnham  (with  his  party)  I  learn  that  provisions  are  excessively  scarce 
and  dear.  Flour  eight  dollars  per  barrel,  Indian  corn  one  dollar,  33 
cents  per  bushel,  none  to  be  had  without  cash  in  hand  and  very  little 
for  it — it  will  be  with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  shall  be  able  to  pro- 
cure provisions  for  Major  Burnham' s  people  till  after  harvest — these 
circumstances  absolutely  forbids  the  emigrant  from  crossing  the 
mountains  till  after  the  new  crops  come  in  (which  perhaps  may  be  in 
August,  but  little  will  be  thrashed  till  September).  Mr.  Backus 
informs  me  that  Mr.  McFarland  could  not  procure  any. flour  or  corn 
without  his  advancing  the  cash  to  pay  for  it,  from  these  circumstances, 
viz  :  the  high  price  of  provisions  and  that  nothing  but  cash  will  pro- 
cure them,  you  must  be  sensible  that  a  further  supply  of  cash  will  be 
soon  wanted,  but  before  I  can  be  particular  I  must  see  McFarland 
when  you  shall  hear  from  me  again — In  the  meantime  (I  regret  it) 
the  emigrants  must  not  cross  the  mountains  at  present,  and  make  your 
arrangements  to  send  on  more  money  in  a  short  time. 

Burnham' s  party  will  set  off  in  three  or  four  days  and  every 
exertion  will  be  made  in  erecting  Posts,  &c. 

XIII. 
I.  GUION  TO  WILLIAM  DUER. 

(Letters  dated  Alexandria,  May  31  and  June  2,  1790.  See  No.  XII.  For  these 
letters  Cf.   Gal.  Paps.  I,  159.) 

Alexandria,   31ST  May,    1790. 
My  dear  Sir, 

The  determination  of  marching  with  part  of  the  people  which  I 
mentioned  in  my  last  to  you  has  had  an  excellent  effect — the  report 
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had  no  sooner  got  abroad  amongst  the  unreasonable  acquerirs, 
than  they  saw  their  weakness  in  being  divided,  and  that  there 
would  be  less  probability,  of  having  their  demands  complied 
with. 

Boulogne  at  first  began  to  reason  with  me  on  the  bad  policy  of  it, 
but  finding  me  inflexible  at  length  gave  into  it  but  faintly.  A  Mr. 
Thory  and  Laforge,  two  of  the  most  unreasonable,  finding  us  arrang- 
ing for  the  march  waited  on  Mr.  Barth  and  asked  him  for  his  advice ; 
he  told  them  that  they  had  not  consulted  with  him  when  they  made 
their  demands  and  that  he  could  not  advise  them  now — pretending 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  their  demands  and  the  answers  they  had 
received,  and  what  Franks  <xx.  had  written — he  told  them  however 
that  he  thought  that  they  had  better  go  on  with  us.  I  find  a  much 
more  considerable  number  ready  to  go  on  with  us  than  I  at  first 
imagined  would  go. 

Mr.  D'  Hebecourt  &  Mr.  Rome  &  others,  have  requested  the  paper 
signed  by  Mr.  Franks  &  Co.  that  if  the  business  should  fail,  that  is, 
if  the  rest  do  not  follow — that  the  company  shall  be  at  the  charge  of 
transporting  their  baggage  back  to  this  place  if  they  choose  to  return 
from  Winchester,  the  place  I  mean  to  halt  them  at.  By  every 
account  I  can  get  I  think  they  will  be  much  better  satisfied  there  than 
here  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  I  mean  at  all  events  to  set  off  before 
your  answer  to  their  demands  could  possibly  return.  If  you  can 
come  here  yourself  do  it  by  all  means,  it  will  have  the  best  possible 
effect.  I  wish  most  heartily  you  had  never  sent  Mr.  Boulogne — he 
pleads  indisposition  and  says  he  must  stay  till  another  Post,  I  am  sure 
it  is  feigned,  and  that  it  is  done  only  to  see  if  we  do  not  win  over  his 
party.  You  must  be  aware  of  him — do  not  think  that  I  have  any 
prejudices  that  lead  me  to  say  this  of  him — I  declare  to  you  I  have 
not — I  am  on  the  best  of  terms  with  him,  and  he  rather  thinks  I  lean 
to  his  side  than  otherwise. 

I  wrote  yesterday  to  General  Putnam  by  one  of  the  men  engaged 
under  Captn.  Burnham,  he  left  at  Red  Stone  twenty  seven  of  that 
company  when  he  came  away,  which  was  the  ioth  inst.  but  his 
account  of  the  lowness  is  a  circumstance  which  may  be  embarrassing; 
but  when  there  we  must  do  the  best  we  can. 

I  shall  write  to  you  fully  by  the  next  Post,  as  Boulogne  must  be 
really  sick  or  will  have  no  excuse  to  remain  here  longer  and  I  mean 
if  possible  to  set  off  for  Winchester  the  same  day. 


Alexandria,   2d  June,    1790. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  hope  when  you  receive  this  you  will  be  on  your  way  here,  where 
your  presence  is  absolutely  necessary. 

In  my  last  to  you  I  mentioned  my  determination  of  marching  with 
part  on  Saturday  next,  since  that  they  have  had  another  meeting  and 
have  agreed  to  wait  your  answer.  Messrs.  Barth  and  Thiebout  who 
were,  and  are,  disposed  to  do  what  is  proper,  offer  for  reasons  that 
the  purchasers  will  have  nothing  to  say,  if  after  your  determination, 
they  go  with  their  people,  which  they  will  do,  they  say,  let  the  result 
be  what  it  may. 

Should  another  vessel  arrive  before  we  get  away  a  part  of  those 
now  here,  such  disorder  will  very  probably  ensue,  as  may  put  an  end 
to  the  business,  and  a  report  is  in  town  that  another  vessel  is  in  the  Bay. 

There  is  here  a  Mr.  Mamie,  from  towards  Pittsburgh,  who  is  not 
your  friend,  nor  that  of  the  company.  On  hearing  your  name  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Barth,  I  observed  him  closely.  There  are  several  of 
them  connected  &  I  am  certain  doing  all  in  their  power  to  corrupt 
these  people;  they  are  artful,  &  some  of  them  wealthy.  What  you 
do  must  be  done  quickly,  as  much  expense  will  attend  every  delay  & 
perhaps  the  total  failure  of  a  business  that  promises  everything  if  but 
rightly  managed. 

Mr.  Boulogne,  will  hand  this  to  you,  he  will  be  able  to  give  you 
the  true  detail,  if  his  partiality  for  his  party  will  let  him.  I  am  sorry 
he  ever  came  to  this  place.  Franks  informs  you  with  the  particulars 
of  the  last  meeting.  I  shall  still  endeavor  to  change  them  from  their 
last  resolution,  and  if  possible,  get  a  part  of  them  away  as  this  to  me 
seems  the  only  sure  means  of  success. 

XIV. 

PETITION  OF  FRENCH  EMIGRANTS. 

(Original  manuscript  or  very  old  copy  of  the  Petition  of  the  French  emigrants 
then  at  Gallipolis  to  the  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  Dec.  17,  1795.  This  petition 
explains  itself.      For  document,  Cf.  Gal.  Paps.,  I,    121.) 

To  the  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Companv. 

The  French  Inhabitants  of  Gallipolis  by  their  Agents  Matthew 
Berthelot,  Peter  Bureau  and  R.  J.  Meigs  take  the  Liberty  to  lay  be- 
fore them  the  following  Memorial : 

In  the  Year  1789  appeared  at  Paris  Joel  Barlow  esq.   agent  of  a 
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Company  by  the  Name  of  the  Scioto  Company,  &:  by  his  Sub-agents 
Messrs  Playfair  &  DeSoisson,  offered  for  Sale  large  quantities  of  Land, 
lying  in  the  Western  Territories,  a  plan  of  which  Lands  were  exhib- 
ited, for  the  Information  of  those  who  wish  to  become  purchasers, 
which  included  the  Lands,  opposite  &  below  the  Great  Kanhawa, 
(in  the  Ohio  Company's  Purchase)  in  which  general  Plan  was  in- 
cluded that  of  a  City  to  be  situated  opposite  the  Mouth  of  the  Great 
Kanhawa,  a  considerable  quantity  of  those  Lands  were  purchased  by 
us — also  a  number  of  City  Lots,  to  be  chosen  by  us,  out  cf  the  City 
Lots  so  designated  by  the  said  Plan.  Possession  of  all  which  were 
to  be  delivered  immediate  upon  our  Arrival. 

Upon  our  arrival  from  France  to  Alexandria,  we  finding  no 
agent,  or  arrangements  made  by  Mr.  Duer  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Scioto  Company  (as  had  been  promised)  for  transporting  accross  the 
Mountains,  we  sent  to  Col.  Duer,  who  sent  Col.  Franks  as  his  agent 
to  negotiate  with  us,  relative  to  the  expenses  of  our  Delay  at  Alex- 
andria &  other  matters  incident  to  our  Situation: 

Col.  Franks,  &  other  agents  of  Mr.  Duer  then  engaged,  as  a  Com- 
pensation for  our  expenses  incurred  at  Alexandria,  that  the  Scioto 
Comp'y  should  grant  to  each  of  the  purchasers,  among  us  one  City 
Lot  and  one  four  acre  Lot  adjacent  to  said  City. 

In  the  meantime  the  Scioto  Comp'y  finding  the  Lands  they  had 
sold  us  in  France,  belonged  to  the  Ohio  Company,  negociated  a  Con- 
tract with  the  Ohio  Company  by  Messrs.  Duer,  Flint  &  Craige  of 
the  part  &:  Messrs.  Putnam  &  Cutler  Directors  of  the  Ohio  Company 
on  the  other  four  part  of  those  Lands  they  had  sold  in  France,  in 
order  to  fulfill  their  Engagements  with  the  purchasers  &  a  right  of 
Entry  was  given  by  Messrs  Putnam  &  Cutler.  In  Consequence  of  the 
said  Contract,  &  such  right  of  Entry,  the  Scioto  Co.  proceeded  to 
lay  out  the  Town  of  Gallipolis  for  the  fulfillment  of  their  Contracts 
with  us,  who  after  long  &  expensive  Journeys,  arrived  at  Gallipolis. 

Major  Guyon  Agent  for  the  Scioto  Company  at  Gallipolis,  pro- 
ceeded to  designate  by  the  Choice  of  the  Purchasers  to  them  the  Lots 
sold  in  France,  next  by  the  drought  the  City  Lots  &  four  acre  Lots 
engaged  at  Alexandria,  as  aforesaid,  &  lastly  to  sell  in  behalf  of  the 
Scioto  Company  other  City  &  four  acre  Lots  for  which  he  received  in 
many  Instances  immediate  payment. 

In  this  situation  under  these  Circumstances  &  Assurances  we  have 
proceeded  to  clear,  occupy  &  build  indiscriminately  upon  the  City  & 
four  acre  Lots,  not  in  the  least  doubting  but  that  we  should  receive 
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from  the  Scioto  Company  Sufficient  Titles,  to  the  Lots  so  assigned. 
But  our  Expectations  are  disappointed  by  the  failure  of  Mr.  Duer,  & 
the  Lands  we  are  upon  belonging  to  the  Ohio  Com'y.* 

(After  the  failure  of  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Craige  one  of  those  who  con- 
tracted with,  the  2  Directors  of  the  Ohio  Comp'y  finding  the  Scioto 
Comp'y  unable  to  complete  their  Contract  with  the  Ohio  Comp'y,  for 
the  Lands,  &  being  then  a  Proprietor  of  5  Shares  in  the  Ohio  Com- 
pany ;   purchased  at  New  York  on  the day  of relinquished, 

&  transferred  to  the  Ohio  Company  his  aforesaid  5  shares  as  a  Com- 
pensation for  the  damages  the  Ohio  Comp'y  Sustained  by  the  failure 
of  the  Scioto  Comp'y  in  Executing  their  Contract  and  the  Contract 
was  annulled  &  given  up  on  both  sides.  And  thus  it  has  become  im- 
possible for  the  Scioto  Comp'y  to  fulfill  their  Contracts  with  us  rela- 
tive to  the  Lands  at  Gallipolis. ) 

(And  further  we  beg  leave  to  state  that  if  the  Expenses  of  the 
Ohio  Company  attending  the  negociation  between  the  Scioto  &  Ohio 
Company,  do  not  amount  to  the  Value  of  the  5  Shares  so  transferred 
&  relinquished  by  Mr.  Craige,  that  the  Ohio  Comp'y  have  gained  an 
acquisition — an  acquisition  of  so  much  Value,  as  the  amount  of  the 
difference,  between  those  Expenses,  &  the  Value  of  the  5  Shares  so 
relinquished  and  transferred.  If  then  there  be  to  the  Ohio  Comp'y 
any  acquisition,  we  consider  that  indirectly  it  accrued  by  our  Means, 
in  some  measure,  for  had  not  we  contracted  for  those  Lands,  with  the 
Scioto  Comp'y,  the  Scioto  Comp'y  would  not  have  contracted  with 
the  Ohio  Comp'y,  for  them,  &  if  the  Ohio  Comp'y  had  not  con- 
tracted, they  would  not  have  received  from  Mr.  Craige  the  5  Shares 
for  the  non-performence  of  the  Contract — &  further  that  the  Ohio 
Comp'y  have  suffered,  but  we  by  the  failure  of  the  Contract  and 
further  that  by  our  settlement  we  have  augmented  the  value  of  the  O. 
Co.  Lands  in  that  quarter  of  the  purchase — -we  do  not  pretend  to 
have  upon  the  Ohio  Comp'y  any  Claim  in  Law  for  those  Lands — 
Although  we  were  not  parties  to  the  Contract  between  the  Ohio 
Comp'y  &  Scioto  Comp'y,  yet  we  have  entered  upon  those  Lands 
with  the  knowledge  &  Consent  of  the  Ohio  Comp'y  &  have  resided 
on  them  to  this  time,  we  trust  our  Situation  will  be  taken  into  Con- 
sideration.) 

(Confiding  in  the  Scioto  Comp'y  we  have  paid  for  the  Lands  we 
occupy,  our  resources  have  been  exhausted  by  long  Voyages  and  Jour- 
neys &  by  Improvements  upon  those  Lands  which  we  now  find  not 
our  own,  &  being  satisfied  the  Ohio  Comp'y  would  not  wish  to  reap 
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from  us  the  fruits  of  our  Labours,  &  gain  an  acquisition  by  our  Loss, 
we  request  the  Ohio  Comp'y  to  grant  to  us  so  much  of  the  Land 
relinquished  to  the  Ohio  Comp'y  by  Mr.  Craige,  as  shall  include  the 
Town  of  Gallipolis  &  the  four  acre  Lots  adjacent  thereto,  if  the 
residue  of  the  Lands  relinquished  by  Mr.  Craige  will  defray  the 
expenses  which  the  Ohio  Comp'y  incurred  relative  to  that  Negociation 
between  the  Ohio  Comp'y  &  Scioto  Comp'y.) 

(These  Circumstances  we  wish  the  agents  of  the  Ohio  Comp'y  to 
take  into  consideration  &  grant  our  request. )  P.  Bureau, 

(Marietta,  Decr.  7,  1795.)  R-   J-   Meigs,  Jun. 

*  Therefore  we  request  that  the  agent  of  the  Ohio  Company, 
would  bargain  &  sell  unto  us  the  fractional  parts  of  mile  Squares  No. 
(28)  and  number  (34)  of  the  third  Township  of  the  fourteenth 
Range,  for  such  price  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  &:  subject  to  such 
conditions  &  Regulations  as  they  shall  deem  expedient  &  proper. 

f  P.   Bureau, 
Signed —  j  M.   Barthelot, 
(-R.   J.   Meigs,  Jr. 
Marietta,   Decr.  17,    1795. 

The  statements  contained  in  that  part  of  the  document  embraced  in  the  brackets 
were  erased  in  the  original  ms.  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  parties  concerned.  The 
Ohio  Co.  refused  to  give  the  French  the  land  on  which  their  town  stood  and  the 
French  changed  their  request  in  that  they  asked  that  the  land  in  question  be  sold  them 
at  a  nominal  price.  (See  that  portion  of  ms.  following  the  brackets).  The  petition 
as  then  amended  was  granted. 
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